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South Africa Today 
Now for the Real 


Struggle 


‘The selection of articles we are republishing in 
this pamphlet were written over a period of 15 
years starting in 1980. These years saw the the 

al fight against apartheid 


growth of the poli 
regime. It also saw the continuation of structural 
changes in the South African economy. Taken 
together these produced a complex interaction of 
soclal forees Within the country which, together 
with the external demands of Western imperial 
ism, brought about the decline and collapse of 
the apartheid regime. Although the articles obvi 
ously do not predict the details of this process, 
their general predictions made as early as 1980 
have proved extremely accurate and have been 
confirmed by the developments of the 90s, 


Our argument that the black nationalists move- 
ment Was entirely consistent with the needs of 
the South African capitalist regime stems from 
an analysis of the economy. The needs of the 
South African bourgeoisie could be clearly iden- 
tified at the end of the 70s but it took a further 15 
years to achieve them, During this period we 
have seen prevailing ideologies abandoned like 
Wom out shoes and new ones assumed because 
they seemed to fit. This process has continued 
since the ANC assumed power. What we have 
seen in South Africa illustrates the Marxist axiom 
that the real basis of society is its economic 
structure and it is here that its dynamic lies. 
Politics, ideology, morality and the res 
ply superstructures erected on this basis and 
reform of these superstructures is dictated by the 
needs of the economic foundation, 


For the South African bourgeoisie it was neces- 
sary to reform the organi 


sation of capitalist ex- 
ploitation: it was necessary to introduce a new 


political dispensation to do this and with this 

ust come a new ideology, All these things are 
reforms within capitalism and illustrate the abil 
y of capitalism, even in its present decadent 
phase, to introduce reforms when the demands of 
profit dictate this, When capitalism has pressing 
needs it finds organisations and actors to carry 
them through. In South Africa the only political 
organisation strong enough to bring about the 
abolition of apartheid was the Nationalist party 
and, despite the fact that it had made apartheid its 
platform since its foundation and had spent the 
years since 1949 building the system, this is what 
in did. 


‘The only political force able to rescue South 
African capitalism from the crisis which it found 
itself was the African National Congress(ANC). 
The fact that the organisation was banned and its 
leadership in gaol simply meant that the pro 
took time. 


ess 


‘The subjective beliefs of the 
process are not in the last analysis relevant as 
they are propelled into the roles which capitalism 
requires. Since the election the ANC’s role for 
capitalism, which we identified in these articles 
has become even clearer. Faced with budget 
constraints and the need to attract foreign capital, 
it has reacted like capitalist governmemts the 
orld over. It has attacked the working class. 
‘The so-called “socialist” election promises have 
forgotten. Strikes which broke out have 
. ts predicted, broken by the ANC. Whereas 
workers previously faced police violence. th 
now face more subtle ideological attacks. Over- 
all workers are being told that now democracy 
has been achieved they should be prepared to 


tarious actors in this 


make sacrifices, Mandela called on steel workers 
to end their course of “resistance” which was a 
hangover from apartheid and embark on a course 
of not to strike and to 
accept present conditions, ANC ministers have 
condemned strikes for searing off foreign capi 

talist investment! A strike in the car pla 
broken by making a concession to foreign capital 
and removing tariffs on imported parts. Skilled 
workers, stich as the car Workers, are now being 
told by the ANC that the relatively higher wages 
they receive are in some way responsible for the 
massive (50%) unemployment in the rest of the 
economy and pay demands are irresponsible. 


reconstruction,” i 


Ls was 


‘The detested VAT on basie foodstuffs whieh the 
ANC promised to remove is still in force. The 
Reconstruction and Development Plan which 
was supposed to cater for the unemployed and 
homeless has produced virtually nothing. There 
are still 7 million homeless who when they 
‘occupy vacant property are evicted by the South 
African police who, of course, are now control- 
led by the ANC. Those in the townships who 
have been refusing to pay rents and other chi 
since the mid 80s have been informed th: 
must pay up afier January 1995 or face ev 
i.e, the ANC is going to collect the rents which 
the apartheid regime, despite all its violence 
could not collect. None of this should surprise us 
avall, These are the actions of a capitalist govern- 
ment faced with the problems of capitalism. 


The only reason the ANC government is in 
stalled is that itis better at solving these problems 
than the apartheid regime was. For the millions 
of workers who supported the ANC and the 
ANC- controlled unions all this is a rude awak- 
The general political point made 
throughout all these articles is confirmed by 
these events but still needs restating. It is no 
longer a valid tactic for workers to support their 
national bourgeoisie in any way whatsoever. 
National liberation is today impossible and any 
support for the national bourgeoisie simply puts 
weapons in the hands of the bourgeoisie which 
they will not hesitate to use against the working 
class which supported them. Workers’ blood has 
been shed to bring the ANC to power yet con- 
ditions remain fundamentally as before, Although 


apartheid has gone capitalist exploitation remains, 
‘The cause of the wretched conditions of the 
working class was nol apartheid, it was eapital- 
ism. The ANC are now the administrators of 
South African capitalism and they have been 
installed precisely to inerease exploitation and 
restore profitability to the South African section 
of world capitalism. 


This involves attacking the working class, and if 
workers have actually shed their blood to put the 
ANC in power i is even easier to attack them. If 
the working class had pursued its own struggle 
independent of the ANC, as advocated by the 
CWO, they would be in a much stronger position 
to resist the attacks of the new administrators of 
their exploitation. Future developments in SA 
can only further expose the ANC for what iti 
Hoy in Europe there is now a union 
structure in South Africa able to take a more 
radical position than that of the government. As 
in the metropolitan countries the unions are able 
to give credibility (o the government though they: 
pursue the same capitalist ideals. Thus a clear 
break with the ANC will not be easy to make for 
the majority of the working class. However. with 
the demise of apartheid the issues of class will 
become the dominant ones in South Africa. This 
means that the road for class unity between black 
and white is now more open tHuan it has ever been 
before. CP January 1995 


ever, 


Workers link up across racial ‘divide’ 


MASS STRIKES 


IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Por the past four months South Africa 
has been swept by a wave of clase 
struggle and widespreaé revolt 
against the apartheid system, Over 
50,000 workers have struck and whole 
Zounships have battled with the 
police, These battles have often 
involved street barricases, the 
burning of police vehicles, buses and 
cara, ané the looting of foodshops 
Over’60 people have been shot by the 


police. 
THE STRIKES ' 


The strikes represent the highest 
level of class struggle South Africa 
has experienced since the war. They 
have been far more organised and 
those of the last 
ewave in 1973. They 
ve seen, for the first time ever, 
Coloured (mixed race) 
workera uniting in a major strike. 
This occurred in the Volkswagen 
strike end in the strikes at the 
other car factories, and indicates 
that the South African workers can 
overcome the diy 
tuling class Has imposed upon th 
through the apartheid systen. Strikes 
which have occurred have genorated 
sympathy atrikes, particularly where 
workers have been victimised. Within 
a weex the Volkswagen strike had 
apreai to 11 other factories in the 
car producing town of Vitenhage. 
Similerly, in the Johannesburg 
aunicipal’ workers" strike, 
electricity workers struck in 
syopathy with power station workers 
who haé been dismissed for striking. 
‘Phe strike then spread to duatnen 
ané sewage workers and eventually 
10,000 counci! workers were making it 
the Biggest strike againo’ n single 
South africa's history. 
have also been 
actively supported ty the communities 
in which workers live. For example, 
when 800 moat workers were dismissed 
for participating in a solidarity 
strike, an effective boycott of meat 
was organised throughout the tot 
ships of the Cape peninsula in 
support of theit denand for their re~ 
inatatemens, Sisilarly, a boycott of 
flour caused a flour company to Te 
exploy 76 sacked workera. 

All these strikes have, as ig 
usual in South Africa, been illegal 
and subject to police harassment. 
However) in alnost all cases workers 
have returned to work with pay 


increases although these have been 
fer below what they have demanded. 
‘The most notable exception was the 
Johannesburg municipal workers! 
btrike which was broken by bussing 
out the strikers at gun point and 
importing scabs. Undoubtedly the 
single most significant advance of 
the strikes han been the unity of 
Black and Coloured workers which wea 
achieved in the car plants. 

However, deapite the militancy 
end strength’ of the strike ¥: 
class struggle in South Africa ia 
vulnerable to two lines of attack 
from the ruling class, Firstly, 
that of directing the struggle into 
demands for untonisation and, 
secondly, directing it into the 

annela’'of African nationaliss. 


Unionisation: 
Strategy of the Bosses 


‘The progressive sectors of 
African ruling cless are t: 
help Black workers set up 
untons, These sectors, wh 
interests lie in mining and 
turing, ure supported in 
by the European and American 
capitalists. ‘The USA and the EEC 
have drawn up codes of conduct fer 
firms operating in South Africa 
which, amongst other things, 
recommend recognition of Black trade 
unions. The three big noter 
companies, Volkewagen, Ford end 
|General Motors, were anongs+ she 
firat to recognise Black ¢ 
unions. h to seo a szatle, 
Black working class whose grievances 
are expressed by *reaponaitie® 
unions. This is part of « wid 
nanely the ending of the aparth 
systen and the establish: 
Black capitaliet class united to the 
White capitalists by their jo 
exploitation of the working class. 
The governuent, which repres 
ore reactionary interests, ¢: 
the farners and the 55% of the 
economy controlled by the State, 
resisted these aims because 17 tnder 
stands that they must lead to the 
undermining of the whole aparske 
systex, The issue is not n: 
Black trade unions existed in 
1940's and by 1951 there were ! 
million Black workers in trade 
unions. In 1953 a governnent 


commission recoamended that Black 
trade unions be recognised. Then, as 
now, the nationalist Government saw 
this es incompatible with White 
nationalism. Instead they decided to 
crush the Black unions and control 
the class struggie by naxed force. + 
In the 20 years between 1953 and 1973 
fhe Black working class had nore than 
doubled. The suddenneas and violence 
of the 1973 atrixes in Natal made 
even the Governnent realise that the 
existing systen of open repression 
could not be continued. They have 
gradually been forced to concede on 
the unionisation issue. After the 
1973 strike the Government introduced 
laws which enabled workers to be 
represented by "workers! liaison 
committees". These committees were 
to exist in each factory and be made 
up .of representatives of workers and 
representatives of management. These 
conaittees were bosses agencies and 
nothing more than a clumsy attempt 

to prevent workers uniting across 


whole industries. Realising th 
hopelessness of this attempt to i 
contain the class struggle the 


Governnent set up a conaisaion to 
advise it. The commission 
recommended recognition of Black 
trade unions first the Govern- 
wuent tried to exclude migrant workers, 
who make up 30% of the workforce, 
from the right to union recognition, 
but even on this they have conceded. 
Earlier this year the racial 

colour ter on all jobs was lifted 
‘and Black unions permitted to apply 
for Governnent registration. This 
permits then to be represented on the 
industrial councils which determine 
Wage levels and organise arbitration 
of disputes in each branch of 
industry. 
, Phere can be no doubt that the 
ove to untonisation is being 
lintroduced by the capitalists to 
‘control and police the class struggle 
simply because the nineteenth century 
tethods have failed. 

The previous record of Black 
de uniona shows they have been 
just as anti-working class as the 
White unions. During the Second 
World War they agreed not to strike 


to help the war plane of the Govern- 
cent. The ruling clase were thue 
able to fight the imp 

with the help of the 


end then viciously crush the miners 
strike which erupted after the war 
was won. The present wave of strikes 
shows the new unions falling into th 
fanilier role of bosses’ policemen 
that we see in the rest of the worle. 
in those factories where the 
bosses have favoured unions the 
strikes have teen far lees violent 
than in those where they have stuck 
fo the old system. In Durban where 
the bosses simply sacked 6,000 
striking textile workers, the 
surikers rioted and attacked manage- 
nent buildings. Police had to use 
Year gas and baton charges to restore 


4 


order, Although the strike was 
eventually troxen other enploy 
were worried that the etrike end the 
Violence would spread to their 
factories. At the SASOL plant,wh 
nakes oil fron coal, and in the 
Johannesburg council strike, the 
bosses tried to use the lisisa 
committee aysten, At SASOL general 
{ntinidation of construction workers 
and the killing of one of then by 
the arsy sparked off riots, burning 
of vehicles and buildings ané the 
Jeath of a white nan. he site 
became so tense that th 
force had to be sent hone a d 
with full pay. In the Johannesburg 
Council strike the council tried to 
use a works committee and an "in- 
house” union, which the counei! 
{iself created, instead of 
independent union, Again the tosses! 
old aethoda failed ani the str 

hed finally to be broken by force of 
police guna. 

In contrast to this, vhere 
unions have been recognised, es in 
the car factories, there has been 
order'., Instead’ of trying to apraat 
the strikes, the unions have called 
for responsibility, moderation ent e 
retura to work! When the Volksvegen 
workera came out the two unions 
involved urged their members "not tc 
take part in an illegal dispute". 
When ii other factories came out in 
sympathy the Pederation of South, 
African Trade Unions (POSATU)ceile: 
for "ail strikers to return to wo 
except those employed by Volkswag 
The same organisations prevented 
Foré end General Motors workers 
Tron joining the strike wh 
were on the point of doing so. 
When Goodyear tyre workers bypai 
the union. to demand a 160 inor 
which Would have brought the ra 
£1.60 per hour, the unions deacrit 
this denand ao’ "ridiouloua"! When 
Volkewagen atrike was settled with 
274 increase, which brings the rate 
to 0p per hour, (workers were 
desanding £1.10) the International 
Netsl Workers Federation in Geneva 
which funds POSATU, deacribed this 
settlement as a "breakthrough for 
disciplined trade union action" 
Even in the Johannesburg aunict 
workers strike (which had 
{ts demande trade union recogniticn), 
the union involved, instead of trying 
to spread the strike to other wo 
and politicive it, spent its tine 
petitioning the law courts to 

in the police fron be 
ro and stealing their 
possessions. the leader of this 
union, for his pains, waa finally 

ested in the corridors of th: 
suprene court and charged with 
sabotage - 90 much for the 
capitalists’ respect for the law. 

South African unions are tr: 
to make a place for thenselves 
the capitalist eysten and this sean 
proving themselves moderate end low 
abiding. It means proving thenselves 


to the bosses not to the workers. 
Nowhere is this clearer than in Port 
Elizabeth Ford are paying 
Black wortera to be shop Stewards 
order to contain the class struggle. 
Volkswags ral Hotors are so 
impressed with this idea that they 
will soon follow. 
All the energy workers spend in 
Struggling for unions is wasted. As 
a prove, even before the 
ona are properly established they 
are working ageinss the workers, 
re fully established they 
hat the bosses want - shop 
police. 


African Nationalism 
Strategy of Tomorrow's Bosses 


e guerrills conpaign of the African 
nationslista has been stepped up over 
: Police stations have 
a) Black poiicenen 

vailationa at SASOL 


propaganda for Black rule the 
can nationalists have been able 

to infiltrate both the campaigns 
st apartheid unt the class 


in nid-april Coloured pupiis 
ted to hoycott classes in protest 
he appalling education they are 


‘The schools are 30 crowded 
ta. 


udonts ore t 
annual spending per Coloured 
nt 13 £190 wheresa for 9 
the figure le £400. The aaol 
African" student 1s £30, 
ened in SOWETO in 1976 the 
sooa led to battles with 
ge and enormous bloodshed. The 
a5 response of the authorities 
jas to arrest the African 
nationalists in the comunities 
involved, Thia repression has only 
2 to greater eyunathy for the 
frican nationalists and it is they 
who have gained gost. Phe Govern. 
nent!a plans for securing the Apt 
ani Coloured peoptes ac alli 
againe? the Africans by meana of a 
new constitution and a three tier 
parlisment are in ruins. Even befor 
@ troubles in the Cape both groups 
hed rejected the Governzent's plans 
pecause they onde no provision for 
During the boycott both 
Black and Asian students supported 
the Coloureds, and the Coloure 


etudents took up the campaign for 
the release of the imprisoned 
African nationalist leader, Nelson 
Handela. 


Without the intervention of 
consunists to direct the class 
struggle against aii forms of 
capitalism, the working class in 
South Africa will undobtedly be 
igled into supporting the demands 
of one particular capitalist fac 
e African nationalists. 


on the anniversary of the SOW 
Killings of 1976 the african 
nationalists called for a general 
strike just as they have done in 
previous years. Although this call 
was not taken up, in certain other 
strikes African nationalists have 
taken control. Ina strike at the 
Ford car plant earlier this yeer, 

the trade uniona were ignored and the 
strike run by the nationalists. In 
this way the nationalists are often 
able to succeed in preventing the 
class struggle of the Bleck worker: 
But as the events in “imcabwe prove 
once again the only result of any 
auccesaful nationalist otruggle is & 
change in personnel of the ruling 
class. "National liberation" iz 
Zimbabwe has meant that the 
represoion of strikes, and the 
imposition of austerity, is organised 
by men with black faces instead of 
men with white faces, The 
Zimbabwean workers have gained 
nothing. There have been far no 
strikes since Nugabe'a victory than 
in the three years before it and 
these atrikes have only been cet 
with calls for patience and harder 
work. The sane occurred in 
Nozambique and Angola. Nationalist 
struggle is always the eneny of class 
struggle, : 


The Way Forward 


The class atraggle in South Africn 
needs both political independence a: 
organisation apart from ruling cles 

of both lefs and right. As + 
Euroze, the main barrier to eff 
organisation in South Africa is tt 
trade unions. Effective organisation 
in struggles can only be achieved 
through elected strike committees 
in frequent comaunication with the 
worker: 
neetings, Such at: 
are organisations with a real 
potential for linking up and 
Spreading strikes because they do x: 
have a permanent existence as 
Teformist bodies like the unions. 
Each atrike wave in South Africa is a 
potential surge forward for the South 
African working class. Their 
economic demands may not be won and 
their gains are eaten away rapidly ty 
inflation - but each gain in 
confidence, each lesson learnt about 
the uniona’or the need for 
solidarity increases the possibility 
of advanced groups of workers 

ing around  cozmunist 
tive. And if the South 
African workers are not to suffer the 
Sane defeats at the hands of the 
trade unions as their European 
brothers and sisters have done in the 
past then their struggles sus: 
produce, directly or indirectly, a 
comaunist organisation. This 
communist organisation will gt 
political lead. 


atruggle neeés political direction 


South African working class 


in combats lies of African 
ationalisn and uniting black, 

brown and white workers in a Class 
struggle which understands its goal 
aa world communism and the abolition A wags 
of nation states. Tt needs organ- a ‘ evap 
isation which will generalise 

struggle ao widely as possible across 
raciai divisions as well as across 
industrial and okii2 boundaries. 
hia politics! direction can on}; 
te achieved, as elsewhere, when 
coununists are in a position to 
lead the workers! struggles. This 
requires the formation of groupa of 
communist workers, linked to a 
communist party, within the South 
African factories, 


IOIAN 
ocean 


pga Siow rot 


ANGOLA & NAMIBIA «. 
The Butchers Prepare The Carve Up! Coie 


na end of August South Africa 

Southern angola, Ita troops 
nowd 100 niles into the country, Angod 
syetenatt. 5 vor 


Aray and the cubans 
aia to use Oi 


‘the: 


A to police the 
lion installations. southern strip of the country and 
nd forces the S.A. thus prevent SWAPO insitration 
e boxbed, rockotted and Nanibia. 


c target 250 oiles inside the ice 5 
> the tine of writing S.A, Namibia and South Africa 
forces are at AL. oocupying 15,000 
Biles of g, tory of wants 
ng out a scorched isperialisn in 


ning crops, killing herds, the 1914-18 war South A: 
ning wells 


polfey, 


nd ahooting civiliane conquered it on behalf of aritisn 
i as soldiers, All this is inpe cand, as a reward, was 
ndeé to deatroy SWAPO (the South give eTeague ef 
can Paople's Organiaation) Nations. 


ne 
Kt the 
‘ging about this £ 


hay been waging a guerrilla war 


emai 
the §.A, adninietrati 


cour 7 
phe’ past 26 yt United Nations declared, 
the c€ in 


O71, that Namibia was inden 
and South Africa's occusazion 111 

The collapse of the Portus’ 
sn She ‘early 70'2 


on gince 3 yeara ago 
the bugelen hemp togtties Sith 
allies, carried out Eni 


siniler ceasures if the area to the 


east, Then the measures were 
Gestroy hig, the "LL 
tacked by South africa ai 


Scuth africe has 
tines sin end of tts civil 
sarin 1975 but the present invasion 
is on a larger sca! then. 
n their attempt t SWAPO, the 
Tees are destroying 
could support it. 
wns, communications, 


and particulary the about the downfall of 
aircraft stations 


gin Rhodesia and to 37 

which are being built in the towne of towards an internationally a 

Gahtana, Chibemba, Mocanedes and "independence" for Namibi 
ange. A accond objective ia to 

e-establish the powe! of UNTTA which 

nag been practically wiped out by the 


be but 
“A firet step 
the replaces: 


guarantee capital. 
They forced Souzh afi 


Turnhalle 
South Africa kes previously been 
xrying to cobble togesier @ puppet 


administration based on an ethaic 
constitution, This constitution, 
ecoxed up at the Turnhalle conference, 
was to give each tribal group 
(ineluding the whites) the chance to 
yore for ethnic, rather than political, 
epresentatives. The end result was 
to be an administration in which 
Liberal whites end ¥aPO blacks 
held power. With an adainistration 
ased on the Turnhalle constitution 
in power, South Africa would be able 
to control the country economically 
while the local arny held the line 
against S¥APO. South Africa would be 
ina position to assist the army frou 
the enclave of territory around Walvis 
Bay whieh South Africa clains as her 
owns 


Western Pressure 


1978, a5 @ result of pressure from 
5 major powere of the Western bloc 

led contact group - South 
: jived these plans and agreed 
to nove towards U,N,-Supervised "free 
@lectiona", Pretoria atill imagined 
that it could manipulate the elections 
to being the stooges to power. The 
&ction of Mugabe in Zimbabwe 

9 t1lusion, When. 
P a realived that ‘free elections” 
would bring SWAPO to power it began 
the pressures of the c 
¢ in January this year 1% 
Geneva conference ained 
at preparing for independence 
gestions,” In the same sonth they 
introduced compulsory military call- 
up in order to get recruits for the 
new Nazibian 8 resulted in 


tration began handing over 
to the Turnhalle assenbly, 


npent'a policy of 
carrot and atick, Whilst offering 
trade links With Black Africa it alno 
frequently violates these countries! 
‘sovereignty! to azasn the bases of 
the guerrillas of 
Council (4N0) and it aupports anti- 
government gierriilas in both Lesotho 
and Mozaxbique, This carrot and 

stick policy in not the product of 
any overall masterplan cf the South 
African ruling class but a result of 
the divisions wishin it. ‘The South 
aA ruling class is divided into 
@ minority of hardliners and the go- 


South Afrtean g 
¢: 


eadership 
elenents ha’ 
dosination in future depends on a few 
neessions where the hardliners want 
no concessions to either Black african 
hin Soweto or Black African 
s north of the Limporo. the 
hea for the South African ruling 
the 


prob: 
Glass is further complicated 
change in the U.S, goverment. 


Whilst Carter tried to defest th 
Russiana by propagande avout huzan 
rights South Africa was @ liabili 
to his imperialist strategy. Resi 
has nade it clear that part of the new; 
Tough line against "Soviet expar- 

sionisn" {s support for the white 

the Sout 
ruling class has never had a 
better chance to reach solution in 
Napibia favourable to their interests 
if they can achieve it whilst B 
‘Ts stilt around. phat's where the 
present invasion of Angola cones in 


Angola 


Angola, vith @ population of 7.1 
zifion, ts potentially tue there 
richest country in Africa. It 
posseases 011, diamonds, iron ore ant 
kay a clizate'in which aaize, augar, 
coffee ang cotton thrive. Yeo, aa ve 
wrote in 1975, in Workers’ Yotee 17 
(ola series), *this natural paragiae 
has been turned into an inferno by 
capitalien? The population, ap 

fron the top party bosses, iives in 
deaperate poverty, suffers continual 
food shortages, loi tatio: 


lan guna wnd Cuban troops, 
Power with a pro-Russian ous- 
Look. It clained to be "socials: 

"Marxist". It soon proved tha 
by socialisn it meant state capi 
and by Marxien it 
ivation 


As scon as black bosses were 
organising exploitation the HELA 
denanded that 


strize, 


Nindependence' by militarising 
atrixing dockers, and crushing atrizes 
of railway, building and plantation 
vorkera, “to create "aoctaliga" it 
and tock a 
ty in most foreign indussry. 
It now Tuna G0f of all industry, 
In agriculture 4 nationalised those 
aten abandoned by the Porsuguese 
after ‘independence’. Agricul surat 
production fa now organised throug: @ 
aysten of committees, These 
@esigned to pass on governa 
instructions, quot 
plan, et 


workers and peavants to 
© rulers in organising 
xploitation. To aid this 
Teconatruction th 
Bloc has drafted in cuban and fast 
German advisers who have filled nany 
of the technical and administrative 
jobs previously done by the ¢ million 
Portuguese who fled 
Fusoia has been granted unlizs 
fishing end in compensation is 
to give Angoia 12% of the caten. 
vas recently reported that in 
capital, ivanda, one fiah costs £69, 
the equivalent of 1 month's wages for 
a worker. With production only on. 
fifth of pre-'independence! the 1PLA 
has soon discovered that although tie 
Eastern bloc could provide guns, i 


capitalis 


could’ provide little eYse 
Angola muss turn to the West for 
fegonatruction. Par from being 
Liberated, the country faced the 
choice of being exploited by Eastern 
or Western imperialiss. At the manent 
the Angolan working class ts being 

Bilked by both: 

In July 1979 President Neto, 
after condemning "those who seex’ to 
re-establish our subordination to 
capitalise", unvetled bis plana for 
going over to the U.S. bloc by 
artracting Western capital into Angola. 
Kis plans included repatriation of 
profits, exemption froz tax and 

i duties and guarantees of 
tion in the event of national- 
‘he South African diamond 
company, De Beers, vas catled in to 
Tenorganive and revive the Gianoné 
industry. ‘0{1 exploration concessions 
have been given to Western oi] 
companies, including Gulf, Total, Elf, 
Nobil and'Agip. Wentern capital has 
also started to flow in. Por exampl 
tyre factories and a Land Rover 
assently plant heve veen establiahed 
ant contracts for others have been, 
given so Booing, General Electric end 
Beditel. 80% of Angola's trade ia 
now With the West. It's not 
rising that the Western bloc, with 
the exception of the U.8., was lick 
to condean the South African invasion. 
But the main ain of the South 
African pion hag already bei 
‘The Angolun state can't ats 
politically or economically 
yound of devastation and 90 io 
prepared to ¢o a deal with South 
Arica in which it will ditch S¥APO, 
oto South Africa's ethnic const~ 
ton for Wantbia and allow South 
Ga to bold Nasivia's only port at 
ia Bay. The only reason the 
South african government haan't agresd 
$0 the deal already {s that Lt thinks 
it can win still more concessions to 
show to the hardliners, One thing is 
certain. The real victor of any 
gettleaent in Kaaibia will be U,s, 
inperialian which will have sanaged 
So get its strongest ally in southern 
Africa out of a costly war over a 
bankrupt Coser: area and have 
consolidated the economic hold of 
tapertalion over another so- 
ed "Liberated" state - Angola 


Workers’ Answer: 
Revolutionary Defeatism 


The bloodsned and destruction in 
Angola ia a proxy war between Bi 
and Western inperislisn, It 1g 
battie between capitalist factions 
about who is to exploit the workers 
of the area. 

‘qhe British Stalinist and 
Trotskyista cry "Defent the Angolan 
Revolution", Since they too think 
that socialiaa taliss 
in which th ‘they 

to die for the MPLA 
By this call they prove the: 
working class. Weither the 
state capitalist regine in Angola nor 
the monopoly capitalist regize in 
South Africa ia worth one drop of 
workers! blood. The only independent 
course workers in South Africa and 
Angola can take is to oppose this war 
With revolutionary defeaties. Tats 
Reans carrying on the class struggle 
Gespite the war, spreading defeatiaz 
Propaganda anongat the arat 
the Cuban soldiers they he 
interest in fighting for bi 
Angola or Hoacow, starting 


ry 


id finally turni: het: FSi 

and finality turning their’ guns esesnst 

their otflgera, 6 net eine ease 
The primary task for workers in 


doth South Africa 
the building of 
able to speak cleurl; 
deciaiv 


ola renaing 
vanguard 
y and act 


outhern Africa is 
tut revolution to 
society where the natural 
ces of hia rich area will be 
uaed 0, the full and where 
oft 


Southern Africa’s Truce 
Means More Imperialist 


in mid-March South Africa signed a non- 
aggression treaty with her eastern neighbour, 
so-called marxist Mozambique. This treaty 
binds each state to prevent guerrilla attacks 
being launched on the other from its terri- 
tory. A month earlier South Africa nego- 
tiated a cease fire and troop withdrawal agree- 
ment with its north-western neighbour, 

Angola. This followed the latest South 
African invasion of the southern part of the 
country in January this year, As the same 
time the South African regime has offered to 
hold a conference on Namibia which would, 

for the first time, include direct negotia~ 

Hons with SWAPO (South West African People's 
Organisation) and it has released a number of 
prominent SWAPO prisoners from ite gaols. 


WESTERN IMPERIALISM 


‘The events in southern Africa, like those else 
where, can only be understood in the context 
of the struggle between Western and Soviet 
imperialism, Western imperialism wants 
Russian influence eliminated from the region 
for obvious economic and strategic reasons, 
and realises that in the short term this means 
settling the Namibian question. After the US 
sponsored settlement in Zimbabwe which has 
cloarly been in US interests it seeks a similar 
deal in Namibia, and hopes that such a deal 
can be linked to the removal of Cuban troops 
rom Angola, In the longer term it realises 
that the anachronism of apartheid must be 
abolished and replaced with normal capitalist 
relations of exploitation such as exist in the 
surrounding states. Failure to achieve this 
will entail a long and costly guerrilla war in 


South Africa with the main liberation movement, 


the ANC (African National Congress) which 
would endanger the West's enormous invest 
ments in South Africa, It would also endanger 
the West's strategic interests since the ANC 
is backed by Moscow and has close links with 
the SACP (the so-called Communist Party). 
At present & policy of "independence" for 


Namibia has been adopted while the longer 
term issue of reform within South Africa 
is being postponed and the surrounding areas 


are being forced to withold support for the ANC, 


After the Zimbabwe settlement which the 
South African government, acting as the agent 
of the US, forced on the Smith regime,the last 
buffer state to the north disappeared. South 
Africa's previous policy of ‘non-interference 
and isolation had to be reassessed. To 

replace this the regime devised a regional 
policy whereby it attempted to use its economic 
strength to force its neighbours to refuse bases 
to the ANC and to hold the line in Namibia 


War 


until SWAPO could be bludgeoned into accep- 
ting an ethnic constitution, ie. one whici 
would prevent it holding power, South Africa 
tried to get its neighbours to join a regional 
economic union, the proposed "Constellation 
of States" with reduced customs tariffs and a 
central development bank offering cheap 
loans - to be largely funded by South Afri 
These plans were frustrated; the gue: 


formed an alternative economic organis: 
the SADCC (Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference). With the collapse 
of these plans South Africa applied both 
military, and economic pressure on its neigh 
bours. ‘The present treaties and truces er 
the direct result of this, Following the 
methods adopted by the US in Central America, 
local resistance movements were trained, 
armed and ferried into neighbouring cour 
The Angolan UNITA movement, the Moz 


MRM, the Lesotho Liberation Army and the 
ident movement in Zimbabwe are examples 


au 
of the organisations used by South Africa 

addition the South African armed forces he 
continued to invade and occupy Angola and 1: 
other neighbouring states notably Lesotho an 


This pressure has brought South Africa's 
neighbours to their knees. The economies of 
Angola and Mozambique have all but collapsed 
and states such as Lesotho have already capit- 
wlated and expelled ANG members as demanded 
by the South African regime, The co: 
South Africa has, however, been high. B 
the South African prime minister, described 
the Namibian war as an "economic millstone 
round our necks" and appealed for the 
Western bloc countries to assist in finan 
it. ‘The cost is estimated at approximately 
£600m annually, This, of course, doesn't 
include the costs of subversion in Mozambique 
and elsewhere. A further burden on the 
economy is caused by the fact that South 
African troops are conscripts who have to be 
released from productive employment for 
three month periods of service every 18 


months. Also the casualties are becoming 
much higher. More men were lost in the 
recent invasion of Angola than ever befo: 


in addition South Africa also lost airera: 
for the first time. 

Politically South Africa feels more a 
to make concessions over Namibia than 
before. Its ability to contro! so-called 
marxist states on its borders has made it 
less fearful of a SWAPO victory in Namib 
In addition, the forces of the extreme righ 
within South Africa have been proved much 
weaker than previously thought. This was 


shown in the "Whites only" referendum in 
November 83 over a new constitution which 
envisages sharing power with Asian and 
Coloured (mixed race) people. These reform 
proposals received the backing of over § of 
white voters. All these factors have led the 
South African government to think that the 
present is a good time for settling the 
Namibian question. 


SOVIET IMPERIALISM 


jan imperialism has been faced with the 
choice of drastically stepping up intervention 
to counter South African subversion or 
reaching a compromise, The drift of its 
former clients, Mozambique and Angola, back 
to US imperialism and the enormous cost of 
supporting these regimes has persuaded it to 
compromise, Conditions in Mozambique and 
Angola are appalling, The activity of the 
South African sponsored guerrillas combined 
with a sows drought has caused complete 
breakdown of the economy in large areas and 
the threat of national bankruptcy, It is estim- 
d that 100, 000 Mozambiquans have died of 
starvation and another 100, 000-have fled as 
refugees to Zimbabwe, Relief supplies cannot 
get through as railways and roads are cut. 
Conditions in Angola are just as bad, despite 
the country's vast resources. in addition to 
thelr other burdens the Angolans have to find 
hard currency to pay the 20,000 Cuban troops 
with, Itis hardly surprising that during the 


last few years both countries have been making 


overtures to the We 
Western capital. 

The prosent treaty and ceasefire means 
that these states will have to ditch the 


in the hope of attracting 


were able to develop indigenous capital, 
capitalise agriculture, unify the nation and 
make proletarians out of the peasantry, and 
were therefore progressive, today this is not 
possible. Such struggles today are essentially 
inter-imperialist ones in which the working 
class is inevitably massacred fighting for one 
or other capitalist faction, The side which 
wins is forced by economic circumstances to 
impose increased oppression and exploitation 
~ as the Luanda dock workers found at the 
hands of the MPLA in 1976. Like everywhere 
else today, the only progressive force 
capable of developing in the area is that of 
proletarian internationalism. Once the 
Working masaes in southern Africa learn 

that their interests lie with their class 
brothers and sisters in the rest of the world 
- whatever their nationality or skin colour - 
then the reactionary forces of black nation- 
alism and white racism, not to mention 
world imperialism will have a real fight on 
their hand: 


liberation movements they have been supporting, 


There is little doubt that this is precisely what 


they intend to do, Mozambique's foreign 
minister recently declared that the ANC must 
accept the "principle of peaceful negotiation 
with South Africa" 

THE MYTH OF NATIONAL LIBERATION 


Recent events in southern Africa illustrate 
that countries which have gained formal 
independence from the colonial powers are 
quite unable to become independent of imper- 
jalism, Their economic and military depen- 
dence on one or other imperialist bloc shows 
they are not independent at all. Despite the 
enormous bloodshed and destruction of the 
pational wars in Mozambique and Angola 
conditions for the working class and indeed 
the majority of the population remain worse 
than in colonial times, This in turn 
illustrates the general politica! point that 
today, as far as the working class is 
concerned, a successful national struggle 
succeeds only in changing the imperialist 
power to which the nation is subject. Where- 
as in the last century national struggles 
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THE 
OTHE 


SOUTH AFRICA 


IN_ TURMOIL 


MINERS 
STRIKE“ 


Introduction 


‘Throughout the world the capitalist econoaic 
ates eke wreaking havoc on the myths of the 
of reconstruction. 
society" hae alre 
n the advanced capitalist 
But the ayth of economic developnent has also 
, and nowhere nore so than in the 
partly Andustrielised peripheral areas of 
capitalisn - in Brazil, in Iran and in South 


hetropole: 


by black mineworkers. ‘The elec have led 
to over # thousand arrests and detentions, 
‘The riots in the tomships, which continue ax 
we go to press, have so far led to 85 deaths 
and hundreds of injured, and the str 
old nines led to the denthe of 9 
miners and 500 serious}y hurt. 

. There are now an estimated 2 million 
unemployed and the steady fall in 
price of gold is causing balance of payne 
problens. In addition 


r with va 

Th riggle in th Tn Hants {a idon angel 
faces particular problens: so-called and supporting guerrilla movenents in Anzo 
imperialien", as Well ac e 3 b 

A , 4 Zimbabwa and Mozambique. 

divisions, end the minority nature of ths Vid theag eventa haveln, ecoiga\cauue’ WRONE 
proletariat, Communists cannot shrug off those A11 these oveats have a canst Cat ie 
Froblene and argue that their solution is CeLatE and the pragedtia WileH aupttaltat 
autonatically found on the great day that the NaN ten deta p aaaeeitnton thei ous: 


proletariat of the capit 
s of the proletarian revolution 
siveble in the countries of the 
veloped periphery, Conmunists mst 
re attack constantly the nationalist 
SMlusions which lergely dominate 
politicel existence there, and show concretely 


what a communist minority would do in such 
areas. 
‘The case of South 


Arica is particularly 
Lately huge sockal upheavals, 


th e large Fr 


occurred against a tackcloth of severe economic 


isis, The following article elaborates the 
revolutionary position on these events. 


* 


The last two months have seen a fresh explosion 
This has occurred 


of violence in 


fouth Africa. 
are separate fronts. Firstly the election 
of coloured (mixed race) and Indian deputies 
for the new parlianentry chambers, secondly 


alist heartiands moves. 


development is itself exarting on the o: 
moded organisation of exploitation which exists 
in the country. 


‘THE ELECTIONS 
The government is imposing a new con 
on the country. Instead of the previous 
whites only parlianent, a new 5 chanbe: 
damont has been set up} one chander fo 
B seats), one for coloureds (85 seats) and 
one for Indians (45 seats). The coloured and 
Indian chanbers have no real power, and the 
black aajerity, who number 19 mill con 
stitute 75% of the population is totally ex- 
cluded from the new set up. The new constizut 
jon is in reality a crude attempt by the Gvt to 
recruit the coloured and Indian population 
allies against the black majority, and 
ority of tne coloured and Indian people 
this. During the elections a success: 
“racial boycott campaign vas conducted, which 
despite beatings and in 
led t0 abysmally low polls: - 18% and 16% 


those eligible to vote voted in the coloured 
and Indian elections respective’ 


resistance to rises in rent and transport costs 
in the African townships, and thirdly a strike 


u 


What war nissing in this canpaign was a alone. They are recruited for fixed contracts 
communist Presence, The task of revolutionaries usually annual, then sent hone. They work 
would have been to have supported the canpaign 6 and often 7 days a week and live in appalling 
‘for a boycott of the elections, and to have conditions in the mine compounds. Rates of 
conbined this with an attack on parliamentary ‘Pay are extremely low ~ approx £30 per week. 
cretinian in general (seo the article in this Miners wore demanding a 258 rise. Their 

paper on Tenocracy and Commmism ) aimed at the union, the newly formed NUM, had taken the 
indian and coloured workers, Instead the dispute through the elaborate official 
canpaign has beer, recuerated by the Indian and machinery of industrial councils and conciliat- 
ccloured bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie in ion boards and the strike was official. after 
their canpaign for a "nore democratic" syeten only one day the bosses increased their offer 


cf expidttations from 14 to 16% and the union called off the 
strike. The mine omers were delighted at the 
site -newtisttes role of the union and Anglo-Anerican, which 
The situation in the townships has again become ;led the way in fostering the black ‘National 
critical for the Gvt. These townships Union of Mineworkers! urged other mining 
aro supposed, in apartheid theory, to provide houses to follow their lead and recognise the 
tomporary accornodation for black migrant juaion. Many workers, however, were not sati 
Workers who are temporarily solling their fied at this settlement and in addition dem 
labour power in the industrial centres. In afded guaranteed Fights to employment since 
reality these are enoraoux cities with por- on returning from visite to their fenilies 
manent populations. Soveto alone has a pop- Yorkers often find they have been replaced by 
ulation of over 1} million, and these cities fresh recruits. In response to the refusal 
cannot be run without the cooperation of the of many thousands of miners: to return to werk 
peoplacwhoilivee4aehea. Geer SNe TASU3O the bosses called in the police who shot 9 


miners dead and wounded 450 most of whom had 
ears the Gvt haw been attempting to wet 5 
icieiieuee tans wane owunips, pur %2,P8 adnitted to hospital. In explaining 

d bodies to Help ru + PHS this the bosses used exactly the same Words as 
vith little success. Often they have even Thatcher Cs wnethare: Ga yalion vere 
failed to find candidates: to a for aiseris "protecting miners right to work” and the 
and the poll has been under 1%. The blacks who Pourye ey men ntinteatoral™ 
enter the managenent structure of the tomnahips ‘ToNble was "caused by intimidatorat 
are seen ap traitors. ‘The role of the National Union of Minera in 

this strike should be a salutary lesson. Con 

The costs of running these cities, however, cerned with gaining negotiating ant re. 
continues to rise and the workers living there rights, it acted as a force controlling tr 
have to foot the bill. At the same time, in explosion of class hatred, a role which +h 
conuon with workers worldwide, their wages are nore far-sighted bosses soe At perforaing 
being held down. The latest round of rent, tax widely dn the future. This cleasly r 
and transport rises detonated a new explosion our pesition that, isrespective of whether 
of resistance in the townships of the Witwatersare intesrated into the state or not, unt 
rand industrial ara, The inmediate targets. of today act everywhere in the interaste of 
Fasentnent were menbors of the town councils trolline Uiv-clane struggle acd deciect 
and black policenen many of whom were killed by into channels oafe for capitalinn, cammess 
demonstraters. The government miniater in in this strike would have been calling fo: 
charge of the townships, attempting to clean up election of strike connittess ani nase pl 
S-A.'s public image, tried to visit the town- (only a minority of workers struck), 


ships himself and calm things down but was trying to generaline the fight into on 

forced to retreat by helicopter. For the housing, mobility, ete, 

Hirst tine ever the police have had to call in These events are symptomatic of a more general 
the arny to maintain order in-the townships. crisis in the organisation of capitalist exploit 


But the Weakness of this spontaneous movement ation in §.A. and the battles being fou, 


Yas eeen in the eeparation of its aims fron amongst the S.A. ruling class. 

those of the miners. The indigenous black 

Froletariat of South Africa has largely APARTHEID MYTHS 

atandcned work in the mines for less ‘The industrial capitalists fave opposed aparc- 
(lanwerous work in the factories and service hei since the nationalist gvt introduced it 


industries which are better paid. Miners, in the 19508, for the ainple rekon that it 
often from Mozambique, Lesotho etc, forma restricted their supply of labour and their use 
sub-proletariat. “Again the lack of a communistof this labour for skilled jobs.{t never rez- 


Force, capable of formating denands and Yesented the interests of the industrial 

strategy to Link the esparate struggles, was capitalists, though in the boem period follov- 

cruelly exposed. ing the war it was an evil they could live with. 
: However, in the 40 years since the war the 

THE MINERS STRIKE weight of the African prolétariat has increased 


Black miners are mostly migrant workers re-  Gaotmously. In 1955 there vere 500 C00 black 

cruited fron the so called" homelands’ and the Yoryers, today there are approxinately 64 

neighbouring states, There are approximately million, and the archaic organieation of 

400 000 migrant workers in the geld mines sitateiace Eeateteelats din. thesntestng ic 
accumulation itself. 
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ral 


Today the programme of the S.A, industrial 
capitalists is to create a permanent black 
proletariat with the normal union apparatus, 
such as exists in Zurope, and they wish to 
bring in black workers to do jobs reserved 

for whites - at lower rates of colrsé. The 
systen of migrant labour must go. “In addition 
they want to stabilise the townships and are 
prepared to pay to do this. They wish to 
allow workers to buy their own houses, to 
create a black middle class and help the 
African capitalists by means of cheap loans 
etc. Tp other words they wish to forge a class 
alliance with the rising African capitalists 
and scrap the official racial alliances which 
are no longer of any use. An example of their 
attempts to do this is their creation of the 
“Urban Foundation" which they set up after 

the Soweto riots of 1976. It was sot up, as 
its president declared to "foster the energ- 
ence of a black middle class and greater stab- 
ility in our urban societies." Since its 
creation it has provided loans for such things 
as the electrification of Soweto and the con- 
struction of schools and hospitals in the 
townships, It has also attempted, unsuccess~ 
fully to persuade the gvt to allow Africans to 
own land in the townsna ps 

in the longer term this. programme means 
sharing power with the. black majority and 

this they are prepared to doe This is shown, 
by the support of the mining houses, for 
example, for the Liberal "Progressive" party. 
‘They wish to do these things which entail 
sbolishing apartheid because in the longer term 
it in the only way their profits can be 
secured. This, of course, is also the opinion 
of the Anerican & European capitalists who of; 
approximately 1/3 of the capital invested there. 


The overall interests of the weste: 
raguize such a charge. South Africa is vital 
to the strategic interents of US inyerialian 
(astride one of the world's main shipping lanes 
ard with e virtual nonopoly of certain strategie 
ninerels). ‘Tho stabilisation of South Africa, 
and a nodernisation of its system of exploitat- 
fon ie thus nesded, But to achieve 4t will be 
extrenely diffioult, without untold social 
convulsions and the opening of the possibility 
increasing Russian influence. The situation 
st Likely to "mark tine" 
pole 


bloc 


s- already having to strike against" 
‘the unions to fight for their interests 


‘The nationalist government is utterly unable to 
carry through such a progranne, though it 
realises, since it controls 55th of the econeny, 
that change is necessary. Recent years have 
seen it allying itself with the industrial 
capitalists more, openly through such measures 
as its support for the creation of black 

trade unions, turning a blind eye to violations 
of its labour laws and siding with the mine 
bosses against the white miners when they 
struck to prevent black vorker advancement. 

Its attempts to defuse the situation ha 
finally crystallised in the ridiculous con 
stitutional changes which cane into #ffect 
in September and fool no one. 


THE FUTURE 
‘The S.African 
@ million are 


working class whe nunber 
the biggest industrial protetar 
iat in Africa and will be crucial in the future 
struggles for communism. ‘The present div 
in the working class are rooted in the way 
capitalian has developed in the country and are 
continually being exploited by the bosses to 
prevent workers understanding their position 

in class terms, Objectively white vorkers 

have far more in conmon with their black class 
brothers than with white capitalists. As 
elsewhere the real divisions in S.A. are class 
divisions not racial ones. The racial fons 
which exist for historical and social reasons 
are used by the capitalist class when it sui 
thea. It is for this that the Afrikaner 
nationalists of the present gvt and the 
African nationalists are preparing. Such @ 
war would involve tremendous bloodshed ancngat 
workers and would not benefit thea, Even if 
the African nationalists cane to power en 
introduced # thoroughgoing systen of stare 
capitalism as they propose, benefits for the 
black Workers would be ininal. Workers in 
Zinbabwa, Angola and Mozambique have already 
‘discovered this. 


‘The class struggle in S.Africa noeds to be 
given political direction in combatting 
Lies of the Afrikaner and African national 
fand uniting black, brovn and white vorkers i 
a single struggle for connunism. for 
in necessary for communists in S.A. to for! 
cemnunist organisation to intervene in the 
future struggles of the workers, and to lik 
up with conmunists in Europe. 
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NATIONALISM 
& IMPERIALISM 


ENEMIES OF THE 


Cem Tap 


WORKING CLASS 


The massacre by South African police of 
43 blacks at Langa was only one of many 
similar events which have been occurring 
continuously throughout the last seven months, 
Within this period, according to the govern- 
ments own figures, its police have shot dead 
over 200 people. ‘The failure of the regime to 
stabilise the situation despite 
on this scale, illustrates the extent to which 
the capitalist economic crisis is tearing the 
social structure to bits, Unemployment and 
short time working are throwing masses of 
people into widespread social struggle. The 
present turmoil is bringing far more sections 
into struggle than was the case in Soweto 1976, 
and the struggle is far more widespread. The 
general current of this struggle is nationalist 
and aims to elevate the black bourgeoisie to 
power, and to replace the outmoded "apart- 
3" organisation of capitalist exploitation 

by the iberal democratic method - as existe 
in Europe. Within this struggle, however, 
there is a strong working class current and 
ft is vital that this current finds a communist 
voice and separates itself from the african 
nationaliets - otherwise south african workers 
1 be used as cannon fodder ina racial war 

ing the interests of the bourgeoisie and 
imperialism, 


WORKERS AND THE STRUGGLE 

‘The two main centres of recent unrest have 
the Crossroads squatter camp outside 
wn, which contains 65000 people who 
mostly w 


bee 


from the cape peninsula 
astern cape region which is the 
he motor industry. Both areas are 
affected by massive unemployment resulting 
m sharp cutbacks in government spending 
caused by the low gold price, the cost of the 
war in Angola and the funding of guerrilla 
organisations in neighbouring states. The 
slowdown in industries, such as building, has 


centre of 


brutal repression strike in support of wider politi 


Workers who are unemployed get no unem= 
ployment relief and their desperate cons 
fuels the unrest. It has been in areas where 
the crisis is hitting hardest that there has 
been the most unrest, Those workers with 
jobs have also shown they were prepared to 
1 ail 
despite the consideration that striking 
leads to strikers being sacked, Strikes of 
this nature occurred in the car plants at 
Uitenhage where the trade unions called a one 
day strike, which took place on the day of the 
Langa massacre and which wae in protest a 
the banning of a funeral for those gunned dow: 
the week before, Asimilar strike was 
successful 2 day general strike in the Trans- 
vaal against rent increases. The danger 
facing these class actions is that they will be 
channelled into the general stream of African 
national 


‘The fundamental conflicts within South African 
society are class conflicts: these will remain 
even if power passes to the aspiring black 
bourgeoisie. The lot of the working class 
will not be fundamentally improved as is 
iNlustrated by events in Zimbabwe, where 
strikes are crushed and their leaders 

and trade unionists imprisoned unde: 
infamous ‘Emergency Powers’ laws of the 
Smith regime, laws which the black bo 
eoisie finds most useful in dealing wit 
class struggle. Pay and conditi 
bad as under Smith. Victory fo 
nationalism in Zimbabwe has benefitted only 
the black bourgeoisie who have given the: 
selves the spoils of power - high salar 
the best housing, private schools for 
children and various other privilege 
gains for the workers, and the peasantry 
are negligible. 


areas 


thrown teas of thousands of workers onto the THE IMPERIALIST DIMENSION 


streets. The more capitalised 
2 also suffered, and the : 


justries 
: industry is 
‘The main manufacturers in 
the Eastern Cape, General Motors, Ford 


& Volkswagen are all working 3 day weeks 
and have sacked thousands of workers. 
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5. Africa is strategically vital to west 
erialism and acts as its policeman in southers 
africa 


Its primary role is to prevent Russian 


gains in this area of the continent, It is to 
this end that U.S. policy is ultimately ¢ 
‘The treaties which S. Africa has si 


ected. 


Mozambique (Nkomati accords) and with 
Angola (Lusaka agreement) were directed at 
driving out Russian influence and dictated to 
S.Africa by the US, Since the Nkomsti acc~ 
ords the US has granted Mozambique $1M of 
military aid and restored diplomatic relations 


while in Angola it has achieved an undertaking 
to withdraw some of the Cuban troops. 


frica's flagrant violations of both treaties 


and endless procrastinat: 


on over Namibian 
independence has once again raised the poss- 
ibility of renewed Russian gains in the area 
This has led to a fresh intervention by the US 
resulting in the withdcaval of S.A, troops from 
Angola, and ambiguous moves towards indep- 
endence in Namibia, also officers in the S.A, 
defence forces have been officially ‘disciplined 
for continuing to supply the Mozambique res- 
istance movement. 


It is, however, vital for the West to stabilise 


the internal situation in S.A. and modernise its 
western imp~ 


system of exploitation, other 
erialism could be faced wil 
like Iran 1979. 
erialism are basically thi 
bourgeoi 


th another situation 


ie; fi 


fe to institute a process of reform 


leading to majority rule; secondly to see major- 


ity rule come about by mi 


tary victory of the 
af 


can nationalists; thirdly 
forms and keep the situation as it is by 
coupling this 


will ni 
nationalists. 
fonal Congr 


tolerate y victory of the 
This is because the African Nat- 
(ANC) the main guerrilla org- 


anisation is backed by Russian imperialism and 


a military victory would be coupled with an 
enormous increase in Russian influence in the 
area, The third option therefore appears the 


only alternative and it is this that we are seeing Poy, 


at present. 
‘Thus, whatever happens the national struggle 
will develop slong the lines dictated by world 


imperialism and will be fought for the interests 


of imperialism, just a9 in the neighbouring 
countries or § E. Asia. This is an inevitable 
result of the division of the world between two 
imperialist blocks. Such a struggle can never 
benefit the working class and is not worth a 
2r0p of workers blood. 


CLASS RESPONSE 

As the turmoil in S.A. increases and the 
bourgeoisie have less room to manoeuvre, 
workers should exploit the regime's weak- 
ness for improvement of their conditions and 
abolition of the oppressive apartheid laws 
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The options facing western imp- 
stly for the S.A 


th savage repression, The first 
option is not at present possible and US imperial 


However, they should separate themselves 
politically from the nationalists and should 
condemn them for their capitalist progra: 
including the so called ‘socialist’ aims 
are simply state capitalist aims. Workers 
should put forward their own programme - 
the communist programme - calling for 
of workers of all races against the bosses 
and against capitalism in all its forms, for 
united action with their international class 
brothers for the communist revolution. 


CLASS &e 
STRUGGLE 
NOT 
NATIONAL 
STRUGGLE 


to introduce limited Over the last two months mass resistance to 


the South African regime, accompanied by 
police carnage, has continued without inter- 
ruption, According to the minister ef law and 
order 140 people have been killed, since the 
Langa massacre, in the Eastern Cape alone, 


Within the townships popular ferment is 
steadily destroying the admin: 
imposed by the government, 
to: 


uctures 
Members of the 
councils and africans recruited to the 

ce have been forced to resign or killed. 

Ina recent election for the town council of 
Lekoa, which controls Sharpville and Sekokeng, 
pot a single candidate could be found, Through- 
out S.A. 375 vacancies now exist on town and 
community councils, At the same time there 
have been fresh outbreaks of class struggle 
which pose a more serious threat to the 
regime. 


Strikes inthe Mines 

A wildcat strike erupted at two gold mines in 

April after shop stewards were forced to leave 
the mines at gunpoint. This strike, 1 
in S.A. was illegal and met with the 
violent repression. It was defeated by ti 
sacking of 1600 strikers, flushing them out 
of the mine hostels, which they refused to 


© most 


leave, with tear gas and rubber bullets and The African Nationalist Movement 

bussing them back to their so-called "home- The african nationalist moverient has, from 
lands." The bitterness amongst miners is its foundation, been petty bourgeois. The 
shown by the fact that this strike erupted des- African National Congress, the oldest and 
pite the massive repression which the bosses largest nationalist organisation, was founded 
have always used, (last September 9 striking in 1912 in response to the exclusion of blacks 


miners were shot dead) and despite the fact from the post Boer war settlement which 
that with today's 25% unemployment it is fairly resulted in the Union of S.A, in 1910, This 
easy for them to recruit fresh workers. settlement was designed to enable capitalism 


‘Throughout the goldfields miners are demand- to expand freely and in particular to provide 
ing a 40% rise and there is a mood of seething a supply of cheap labour. This meant 
discontent, however, despite this the miners destroying the remnants of the tribal economies 
union, the NUM, didn't lift a finger to protect and driving africans off their land and into the 


its members against this outrage. This isa cities where they would become wage labourers. 
further illustration of how the new unions are This was done by taxing them and taking their 
already acting against the workers, Jands from them. The "native land bill! of 1913, 


‘A successful strike on the mines could, how- fF example, took all the land in S.A. from the 
ever, bring the regime to its knees ina matter Placks apart from the reserved lands (7. 3% of 
of weeks, In what follows we wish to look in te country). To accomplish this the capitalist 


more detail at the relationship between the C1885 Tequired the exclusion of africans from 
class struggle and the nationalist forces at‘ POUHcal power, Resistance to this process 
SSEnAnis; A;. sind he way fat ward’ terse led to the formation of the ANC, and its original 
working class. support came from the tribal chiefs, It aimed 
to reverse these attacks by securing a voice in 
The Real Conflicts parliament and attempted to accomplish this by 
In Workers Voice Nos 19 & 22 we pointed out °**rting moral pressure on the government, 
that-dheZonGanvantal conifer tae vase In the early years it sent deputations to the 


class ones and showed that todays intensific- British king and co Westminster begging British 
ation of struggle stemmed primarily from the imperialiazn, which was making enorme 
deepening of the world capitalist crisis, The Profits in S.A. , to honour its promises 
key forces at work within this struggle are:-  X¢ UP the african cause, 
1)The local needs of capitatiem in the country 8 ‘ ere 
2) The global interests of imperialism and Bea Se ee ee oe og 
3) The resistance of the working class to det- Capitalist economy as workers the basis of the 
ahlorating conditions: ANC support changed, and in the early 20s 
Firstly, the 3-A-bourgeciaie and western imp- {7288 unions became Linked to it. Also attract~ 
erialism need urgently to scrap the outdated 10 its standard were liberals and the 5.A. 
and coatly organisation of capitalist exploitationCommunist Party. Both hove remained uneasy 
(apartheid and the migrant labour system), in Pedfellows ever since, The ANC's aims, how- 
order to increase profit rates and stabilise the SVT: Temained those of liberal reform, and 
situation. However, todo this without trang- the tactic of moral pressure was, during the 
ferring power to the african nationalists will 20% and 308 supplemented bycollaboration 
bs extrpmndly alice, government created structures such as the 
Secondly because the area.is of vital strategic "Native Representative Councils. " 
fapeetanetisiwadtorn Tanesialierh Gis The second world war clearly reveated 
global interests of imperialism play a major nti working class consequences of the 4 
part in determining events, Since the african Petty bourgeois politics, The organisatio: 
nationalists are backed by Moscow their supported Britlah:imperialismrand vegas 
Coming to power would mean increased gains WOFKEFS not to strike and to support the war 
for Russian imperialism in the region. ‘This eM0Ft. A tragic regult of this was the demo: 
fa: soniethlngithia wastwill aobtolecate a ising defeat of the African mineworkers strike 
eonvaauently ir kack¥itheseexine, in 1946, Instead of striking during the « 
when the bosses were weakest, as the miners 


Thirdly the working class struggle against : 
the effects of capitalism is politically unformed Wanted. the African Mineworkers Union, which 


and is at present subordinated to the broad Wa created by the ANC, postponed the strike 
matigdsiisbmovenean iis) heweved,, the until the war was over and the bosses were 
prepared 


movement's real source of strength and an 
important factor determining the actions of 


both the nationalists and the S.A. bourgeoisie, 2 thé reconstruction period following the war 


the organisation's influence began to increase 
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once more. Impressed by Ghandi's success in 
India, the ANC organised a series of passive 
resistance campaigns over apartheid and the 
pass system - the system of identity documents 
which all Africans were forced to carry. 
campaigns, which lasted until 1961, met with 
progressively harsher repression, and proved 
utterly inneffectual, 


In 1955 the ANC cryatalised its aims in the 
"Freedom Charter", Liberal aims such as 
equality, freedom, democracy etc, were spiced 
with a few state capitalist ones, such as, nation 
alisation of the mines, monopoly industry and 
the banks. However, impatience with the liberal 
pacifist leadership of the ANC had been building 
up and this Jed in 1958 toa split which saw the 
ereation of a new nationalist grouping, the 

Pan African Congress (PAC). This group saw 
the failures of the past as having been caused 
by the organisation's association with whites, 
This organisation was opanly racist, being not 
only anti white but also anti Asian and aimed 
to achieve liberation by relying on the African 
race alone. The black consciousness organ- 
laation and the Azanian Peoples Organisation 
are derived from this split, The PAG persued 
similar defiance campaigns to those of the 
ANC but with more vigour. The PAC 
promised to achieve liberation by 1963! 

These campaigns resulted in the Sharpville 
massacre of 1960 and the subsequent banning 
of both the ANC and the PAC, 

Following the banning both organisations 
launched military sections, however, the 

only organisation which has had any success 

is that of the ANG "Umkhonto we Sizwe' and 
this is because of the support it has received 
from Russian imperialism. 


‘The ANC's relationship with the SAGP, the 
loca! tool of Moscow, has always been an 
uneasy one, The SACP started its life by 
supporting the white miners strike of 1922, and 
coining the infamous slogan, "Workers of the 
world unite for a white South Africa." 
However, despite the various purges of the 
SACP from the ANG, the SACP has always 
retained @ foothold in the organisation, By 
the early 608 Russian imperialism saw this 
organisation as a vehicle for destabilising 
western influence and interests in the region. 
Consequently it has supported and armed the 
ANG. Despite this its influence on events was 
smal! until after the Soweto uprising of 1976, 
which brought hundreds of fresh recruits to 
the organisation. After the independence of 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe the ANC was 

able to open up supply lines to S.A. and 
enjoyed a brief period of military successes. 
This has been checked following the closure 
of these supply routes and the accommodation 


of both regimes with Pretoria, Today the ANC. 
strategy isto pressurise the regime by all 
means at its disposal to achieve a negotiated 
settlement which will bring it to power. 


These 


‘The history of African nationalism shows that 
it never had a class understanding of society or 
supported the interests of the working class. 
The class who will gain from its victory is 
the rising african bourgeoisie who will adrnin- 
ister the state and the state capitalist economy, 
‘The nationalists’ support for the workers is 
imply a tactic to use their strength as the 
force to propel them to power. On the other 
hand the organisation is for sale to the highest 
imperialist bidder. If they succeed militarily 
it will be because such success is in the 
interests of Russian imperialism. If they 
succeed by negotiation it will be because 
western imperialism has decided to ditch the 
apartheid regime and back them. The 
interests of imperialism will determine the 
. Outcome of the struggle unless the working 
class intervenes independently. 


The Way Forward 


The S.A, working class, despite its enormous 
potential power, is divided and unconscious of 
its real interests. The present subordination 
of the class struggle to the nationalist one, 
together with the racial divisions in the class, 
could well be used by the capitalist class to 
precipitate the most horrific bloodbath, it is 
vital that the working class separates itself 
politically from the nationalists and struggle 
independently for its own interests. ‘This me: 
a rejection of all fronts with the bourgeoisie, 
including the african nationalist bourgeoisie, 
a total condemnation of nationalism and a 
struggle for the UNITY OF THE WHOLE 
WORKING CLASS regardless of race. 


A first step in this direction would be the 
formation of a communi st political org 
ation within S.A., linked to Internationa! 
Communists, This organisation would set 
itself the immediate aims of:- 

* struggle for the abolition of apartheid, 
migrant labour, job reservation and all 
bosses laws which divide workers on t 
ground of race, 

* formation of groups of communist workers 
in the mines and factories to take the lead 
in the class struggle and give it a communist 
direction, 

® giving a communist lead to the mass move- 
ment against the present regime, 


Today the only change which can bring rez! 
benefits to the working class is the communist 
revolution and the establishment of a world- 
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wide system of production for need. The 
struggle for this must follow the same 
programme worldwide - the communist 
programme. 


ENDING APARTHEID &=~ 
TO SAVE CAPITALISM 


The Crisis 

\ spectre is haunting capitalism in South Africa 
(t fs the spectre of conmunism. Every political 
force, inside and outside the country 1s united 
in trying to exorcise this <pectre. Priest 

and bishop, Anglo-Saxon bankers and hoor 
industrialists, US Senators and black trades 
unionists are all united in a holy alliance 

to save capitalism, To do this they recognise 
they have to end that odious form of repression 
and exploitation - apartheid - that they ha 
Suffered or supported for decades. 


The present crisis of apartheid, unlike those 
sf the late 1950's and early 1970's, has lasted 
for 5 years and has become even more intense 
over the Last year as hundseds of black protest- 
ors have been killed. The reason for this 
Ueepening intensity ites tn the erisis of 
the world capitalist econony which at last 
has visited itself upon South Africa. Until 
very recently the white Afrikaner's National 

ty thought itself impregnable on the basis 
of South Africa's virtual monopoly of Western 
gold production and of the strategic neads 
Of Western {aperialism. When the crisis vas 
in {ts vorst inflationary spiral South African 
gold prices rose and that future seemed roster, 
but with aonetartst policies being adopted 
throughout the West gold prices have slunped 
and with it the South African economy. This 
has led to plant closures. General Motors, 
Ford and Volkswagen, the main employers in 
the Eastern Cape, are all working a three 
day weck and thousands of workers have been 
socked. This is typical of the situation 
all over South Africa and the huge black tovn- 
ships Like Soveto, outside Johannesburg and 
Crossroads, outside Uitenhage, are teeming 
with the unemployed. This is'the reason for 
the wave of militant strikes, the mass protests 
particularly at funerals of the victias of 
state brutality and the attacks on black coun- 
cillors and other collaborators with the apart- 
heid regine. As long as the South African 
economy appeared inaune to the effects of 
the erisis foreign capital, which understands 
raterial rather than moral laws, flowed into 
the country, almost all of it from Britain 
and the US.’ Despite cries for "disinvestment" 
which anti-apartheid organisations in both 
countsies have nade for years, capitalists 

ed to find South Africa with {tslow- 

paid black werkforce a safe investment. Safe, 
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cont. 


that is, until 1986 when the sane economic 
risis that showed that apartheld could ne 
longer survive merely on shootings and sjanbok 
whips also hit the profits of the multi- 
nationals. farclays Bank, for example, sav 
fts profits in South afeica nose-dive by 75%, 
from £38million to £10nillion in one year. 
Barclays" response way to abandon majority 
control of their local subs{diary as» first 
Step in moves to oxtricate thenselves from 
South Africa IF no political solution can 

be found to safeguard the country as a sate 
Place for capital export, In selling out 

its controlling interest it {s following other 
Western multinationals like Metal Hox, Assoc~ 
fated British Foods, British Electric Traction 
and the US Standard Chartered Bank. 


Nowever, this st{11 Leaves 1,200 UK comp 
with Investments in South Africa. Ux 
eaploy 350,000 workers in South Africa 
gf the total labour force) and tn addit 
UK indirect investments tke shares tn South 
AFrtcan companies are estinated to be vorth 
fobs Ions" [Financial Tines 5.9.85], ‘The 
scale of this investment fs equalled only 

by US capital, Tt 4s not surprising therefore 
that the biggest nofses for a total boycot: 
of South Africa cone from the likes of 
Nicterand's France where the “Socialist” 
government badly needs sonething over which 

to strike a radical posture in view of {ts 
attacks on the working class, Tt would have 
ho econoate effect on France. Equally unsisr- 
prising ts the fact that { Ls in Britain 


and the US that governments have opposed these 
moves 


Ata diplomatic level the British and US potic 
of what Reagan called “constructive engarenent 
in tatters since the US and South Africa 

"t even have normal diplomatic Links at 
present, However, inside South Africa British 
aud US multinationals like Ford and the Anglo- 
American Mining Company have taken the Lead 
in breaking down apartheid by creating 
forenen and allowing unions. 
5 years ago: 


As ve wrote 


“They wish to see a stable Black vorking class shove 
grievances are expressed by “responsible” iicns, 
This is part of a vider ain, nanely the ending of 

the apartheid systen and the establistnent of Slack 
capitalist class united to the White capitalists 
by their Joint exploitation of the working class, 
(Workers Votce 1 page 9] 


In this task they have found willing allies 
in the black community, not only amongst 
turbulent prfests like Desnond Tutu and Alan 
boesak, leader of the United Denocratic Fronc 
[UDF] but also anong the black trades union 
leaders and Nelson Handela hinself. In a 
recent {nterview Handel announced that he 
wanted a denocratic, capitalist South Africa 
which vould veleone foreign investment, As 

far as the West is concerned South Africa's 
atteapts to portray him as a communist bogeynan 
have failed. ‘They recognise hin for what 

he is ~ an authentic representative of the 
black bourgeoisie that runs both the UDF 

and the African National Congress [ANC]. 
Despite Russian afd to foment the armed struggle 
the ANC, Like Mugebe in Zimbabwe will turn 

to the West once in power for it alone can 
provide the capital that the black bourgeoisie 
Will want to run South African capitalism, 


Bankruptcy of Nationalism 


Western imperialists have also discovered 
elsewhere in Southern Africa that they have 
nothing to fear from national liberation move 
ments. In Angola, Zinbabwe and Mozambique 
self-proclained "Marxist" regimes have invited 
back foreign firns Like the US Gulf Oil whilst 
vorkers in these countries have found that 
Little has changed. Whilst the Luanda dock 
Workers found their strike brutally crushed 
by MPLA troops of their newly "Ifberated" 
country in 1976, fn Marare workers have found 
that Mugabe uses Smith's Emergency Powers 

fo prevent then struggling agafost lov wages. 
“Mational Liberation" today aeans Liberation 
for the bourgeoisie only and doesn't create 
new conditions for the struggle of the prol- 
etariat. Instead {t chains them to a nation- 
altst {deology which {s used to condemn strikes 
or other workers’ struggles as being "against 
the good of the nation", Exploitation, if 
anything gets worse for workers. 


Western inperialisa's other allies in attempting 
to establish a post-apartheid South Afcica 

are the trades unions. The imperialists know 
that without unions it will be-impossible 

to contain the class anger of South African 
workers, particularly in the mines where pay 
is only £30 a month. ‘The recent failed miners’ 
strike is a perfect illustration of how the 
untons act as a med{ator betveen capital and 
labour but constantly on behalf of capital, 

In July wildeat strikes broke out in the South 
African gold mines where 600,000 black workers, 
two-thirds of then famigrants from neighbouring 
black states, work. The National Union of 
Mineworkers [Nutt] stepped up calls for a 20% 
wage demand and announced that if it was uot 
met then a strike would take place ... in 

a month's time! Just as in britain this gave 
the bosses time to prepare. "troublemakers" 
were weeded out individually, private ariies 
Were strengthened with government troops and 
some mines (where the workers kad been most 
militant and where there were few immigrants) 
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ere offered an 18% wage rise, The result 
as a fiasco. The unton called out 200,000 
ners but only 15,000 went on strike whilst 
any other mines such as: 
"GPSA's Deelicraal and Gencor's Beatrix, were not 
‘even on the List of targeted mines and’ the strizes 
there appeared to take mangenent and even the 
wnion by surprise." [Finmncfal Tises 5.9.85] 


The effect of all this ts to give the cap- 
ftalists an air of invincibility but. this 
has not dismayed the NUM which ts preparing 
for its future integration into the state 

by getting the courts to prevent disaissals 
of strikers. Once capitalism can provide 
the right legal framework for them to operate 
trades unions everywhere repay this trust 

by betng of enormous service to capitalise 
in containing the class struggle. 


But ££ Westero imperialisa wants to get rid 
of apartheid to save capitalism why hasn't 
Botha made more efgnificant steps tovards 
it? The answer ts that he fs scared 
the failure of his elections for Ind: 
coloured assenblies Botha vas begins: 
Fecognise that aparthefd no longer coincides 
with the interests of South African capitalfss, 
We had begun dismantling so-called "petty 
apartheld" (by withdrawing the Morality Act 
ete.), had dropped the threat to exclude 
blacks from citizenship and had {gored the 

de facto collapse of sone apartheld Lave 

im industry, This wes, of course, only te 

buy wore time for white doaination but had 

the economic erisis not worsened dt uns 
feastble for this to have becone aa evolu 
of aparthefd into the more normal "denocr 
form of exploitation which provides the cost 
stable conditions for capitalist accuaula 
Now the Afrikaners are paralysed, They cenanot 
ko forward to give “one man one vote” sin: 
this would be to invite thefr ova loss of 
control, As one of their spokesmen sat 


on. 


“IE au unqualified one man one vote el 
was held today ... a non-white 1 
with ¢ communistic progranne would 
attain an overall majority on a ple: 
to confiscate and redistr! 
of the 


And, short of an economic miracle, they 
eo backwards to return te total suppres: 
against an increasingly desperate and therefore 
an increasingly militant biack proletariat. 


With Western imperialisn demanding action; 
with the failure of the Governor of the South 
African Reserve Bank's missfon to London 

and New York to try to get financial help; 
with the moratorium on debt repayments ceatin~ 
uing and with the rand still sinking on inter- 
national currency markets, the Afrikaner 
ruling class’ room for aanoeuvre is restricted. 
Their best hope lies in accepting the plan 

of Gavin Relly, Chairman of the largest conpany 
in South Africa, the Anglo-Anerican Corpor 
He has been calling continually for a des! 


between Botha and the “moderate” leaders 

of the ANC. As ve go to press he has managed 
to get ta in Zambia "between the businessmen 
and the ANC which President othe has approved 
tacitly"[The Tises 6.9.85]. The spectre 

of “communism” in Southern Africa could yet 

be exorcised if the ANC and the aultinationels 
can find a way to dismantle apartheid and 
thussave South African capitalisa. 


THE PROLETARIAN SOLUTION 


Weedless to say the white supremacists’ vision 
of “comaunisn” is not ours, The "conmuntsn” 
they talk about ts Russian tapertelism and 

for years they have played on Western inperfal~ 
dam's fears of a victory for {ts rival in 
Southern Africa. But vith Russia's fallure 

to make solid allies of “Marxist” regines 

in Angola, Zimbabwe and Mozanbique this threat 
has become increasingly hollow, This is 
another factor {o the West's distancing itself 
fron the Pretorin regime. 


joxicaily,as the threat of the spectre 
communisn” in the form of Russian 

ecedes the present situation 

of revolt amongst the black working class 

has created the condition for the appearance 

of the real thing. The stroggles of the 

past five years have done more for the political 
education of black workers than any number 

of acts of propaganda but thetr heroism is 
still saturated with nationalist and capitalist 
Geology which sees the end of aparthatd 

as the final goal of the struggle. The struggle 
against the indignity of eoerthedd has to 

be widened to a struggle against class society, 
othervise it will do no more than create 

the conditions for stable exploitation which 
Western faperialism and the black bourgeoisie 
are working 20 hard together to create. 

‘To destroy thetr cosy plans the South African 
proletariat, black and white, will have to 
Ereate the aucleus of its own pol{tical vanguard 
we do not expect this process to be rapid 

but through the work which ve are conducting 

fn the International Bureau towards the forn- 
ation of an international communist nucleus 

we hope to be in a position to shorten the 
birthpangs when a new communist organtsatton 
eserges in South Africa. We look forward 

to the day when we vill be able to announce 

that the spectre of communism has been replaced 
by a manifesto of the proletarian party itself. 
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ANC 


WAITS i 


IN THE 


WINGS 


As the death toll continues to mount in the 
black townships South Africa is moving daily 
closer to outright civil war, The sjanboks 
the bullets have failed to quell the éespere 
heroisa of a people driven to revolt by 
conditions of exploitation and oppression which 
have seen three and a half millions of people 
forcibly renoved from their hones in the last 
fifteen years and has left three @illion child- 
ren permanently undernourished, Unlike eartier 
crises Like Sharpeville in 1960 the aparthetd 
regine has found that a fev deaths have not 
been enough to restore order this tine. The 
white laager has begun to break vp with the 
bosses of the multf-nationals, the leaders of 
South African industry, and even the Dutch 
Refora Church (which used to provide the 
Teligious justificatton for apartheid) bs 
all crossed the border to discuss a ney erde: 
of things with Oliver Tambo, leader of tt 
Afstean National Congress (ANC). Whils: Borna 
has been denouncing his forner allies as 
lors there are other sigas that the ol 
1s changing more rapidly than he cas 
Whilst on his liberal wing there 
awore rapid "reforn" of aparthetd the + 
wing splinters from the ruling 
have been making election gains fro 
failure of Botha's efforts to restore order. 
Equally disturbing for the South African 
governnent has been the signs that vhites ia 
some areas already recognise that the axe 
is up. Khilst the only growth ef 
South African economy is in the sect 
security firms who hire out arned guards to 
protect white hones there has been a ére: 
rise in the numbers of whites failing to 
report for military service (from 1500 for 
the whole of last year to nearly 60 
the (rat nine gonths of this year). 
who fled the collapse of the Smith rezixe 
in Rhodesia a few years ago are nov selling 
up (if they can get anyone to buy their 
property) to return to Mugabe’ s Zinbabve 
the grounds that he has managed to nake { 
safer for whites to live there. 


BOTHA’S FRIENDS 


Botha is however not yet completely 
Despite the campaigns of recent conv: 
anti-apartheid ideas in the USA and des: 
the shift in investment avay fron South 
Africa this still is the key to intern 
ional support. In fact it fs not 
ing that the louder any goveranent is i 


a 


{ts condennation of apartheid the sraller 

its fovestent in South Africa. This 
explains why Reagan tried to pretend that 
conditions in South Africa were not really 
all that bad for black vorkers or why Hrs 
Thatcher should “bat fer Botha” at the 

farce {n Barbados known as the Coazonwealth 
Conference. Both countries have sonething 
Like £6 billfons of fovesiments in South 
Aftica and the job of extricating then 1s 

4 delicate one. Both Reagan and Thatcher 
want Botha to refern apartheid in order to 
create a nore stable environnent to protect 
their capital but they recognise that this 
WiLL be very difficult for Botha to achieve 
given the determination of the South African 
Rasses to fight and die in the growing civil 
war on the one hand, and the widespread belief 
anong the whites that he {s sone kind of clown 
who created the present revolt by his attenpt 
at reforming the more petty aspects of the 
apartheid system, All this sens to point to 
more and more violent confrontations since 
the struggle of the black population 4s no 
longer confined to this or that tovnship or 
area, despite Boths's restrictions on the 
reporting of the struggle by the world press. 


IMPERIALISM IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Hovever At ¢ not the world's press which has 
put the South African state in the position 
of pariah but the fact that apartheid has 
now outlived fts usefulness for global 
capital{an. In many ways apartheid 42 the 
last form of old-style colonialism which 

was itself a form of imperialism in which 
physical danination of an area to control 

{ts vorkforce and ray materials vas thought 
to be essential, Since the end of the 
Second World War imperialism has discovered 
that it 1s not only cheaper not to occupy 

an aren (since you don't have to pay police 
costs) but that it is easier to allow the 
local bourgeoisie to take political control 
since the inpertalists can continue to donin- 
ate the area's economy. The multi-nationals 
of the West have now seen enough of national- 
4st novenents in Africa and elsexhere to know 
that they will not take thelr countries into 
the Rusafan bloc but will continue to keep 
those arear safe for the Western capital 

that they require. Thus Mugabe's Zimbabwe 
is now paradoxically seen as a haven for 
exthodesians in strife-torn South Africa. 


This is why the leaders of the South African 
nultinationals are seeking a deal with the 
ANC. After the recent meeting between Oliver 
bo of the ANC and Gavin Relly of the Anglo 
rican Corporation there was clearly an 
attenpt by both sides to reach agreement. 
Whiist Relly's aides made concessions to 
the ANC's state capitalist, nationalist 


ideology Tambo is reputed to have agreed 
that large sections of the economy would be 
"Left open to private enterprise”. The 


nationalists thus represent the best hope for 
capitalism. In our last issue we pointed to 


the fact that the capitalist Leaders vere 
“ending epartheié to save capitalisn”, Even 
the bourgeois press have recognised since 
that 

capitalisn in South Africa has now entered its 

fight for survival, It faces the risk that, 

tnless it can distance itself fram apartheid, 

At viIEL go down the drain with it." 

[Guardian 25.9.85] 

‘This Is why the struggle against apartheid 
fs not in itself enough. It has to be widened 
into a struggle against all aspects of capit- 
ist exploitation; against multinational firms 
as well az Afrikaner nationalists and also 
against the nationalist black bourgeoisie 
that is waiting in the wings. Although the 
workers of South Africa have not yet created 
their ovn independent weapon of enancipation 
= t.e, # communist party, the present struggle 
is furnishing the conditions which can Lead 
to the creation of communist nuclei within 
the working class. It is our task as comnun- 
{sts to provide the political eritique of all 
the capitalist factions {n South africa and 
not to succumb to the prevailing current 
of anti-aparthetd activism. Only in this 
way vill we forge the essential basts for 
the Liberation of all the world's workers - 
the communist programme, 
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In a spiral of social conflict that threatens 
to get out of hand, with the death toll rising 
daily in wave after wave of black revolt 
against the hated apartheid system, the South 
AfeLean capitalist class, caught in an acute 
economic crisis, is becoming aware of the 
need to dismantle and eventually abolish the 
outmoded system of exploitation. Radical 
changes in the structure of its state would 
however be necessary before this could go 
ahead, and in the event of an escalation in 
the class struggle which this might precipit~ 
ate, groups and parties of the Left would be 
necessary on the ground to ensure that 
struggtes were contained within acceptable 
Laits 


CRISIS OF APARTHEID. 
The key to understanding the present turmoil 
Hes im the fact that South Africa {s now tn 
the throes of its worse economic crisis since 
1929, Between 1978-84 the economy grew by 
3% compared to 7% in the ‘60s; there vas an 
actual decline in GDP in €2-63 and it fs 
likely to fall thia year; Inflation is 17% 
and interest rates 25%; corporate bankrupt- 
ning at 70 per sonth. 
At the level of external economic Link- 
ages there ace two major causes of the slow 
dovn, The first involves the country's 
export position. Exports account Cor 25 
GDP and gold for almost one half, by valu 
of South Africa's exports. Able to ride out 
the storms of the mid '70's global crisis by 
taking advantage of recketting gold prices, 
over the past four years the price of gold, 
as of other export minerals, has plunmeted, 
South Africa depends heavily on the rest of 
Atrica as a market: over its chenfcal ex- 
ports and about * of its machinery and equip- 
ent manufacture were sold in Africa during 
the '70s, The crisis gripping the African 
continent has dried up many of these markets. 
Secondly, investments in South Africa 
now bear amuch greater risk premtun, and since 
1982, foreign capital's share of new fixed 
capital formation has declined sharply. Net 
foreign investaents in South Africa's private 
conpanies fell by 360 million dollars between 
1876 and 1984 (1.¢ after the Soweto uprising). 
Nevertheless, South Africa has managed co 
preserve a long-term net surplus of capital 
inflows, This ts mainly because the govern- 
sent and nationalised industries have dramat- 
ically increased their international borrow 
ings. According co Federal Reserve Bank data, 
the value of loans by US banks to private and 
public Suuth African borrowers rose from 1 
Dillion dollars to 4.3 billion dollars betwe 
1980 and 1984,” However, 


ot 


the strings attached 


have been given 9 sharp pull in February this 
year by South Africa's imperialist masters, 
when, as a measure of their increasing anx- 
fety, they onnounced the unprecedented step 
of freezing all further loans till current 
Interest was repaid. 

An additional bueden on South African 
capital is state spending which accounts for 
25% of COP. In order to maintain its social 
base the A{ticaaner state hasito subsidise 
its white farmers and civil servants - 4 of 
all white workers are employdd in the public 
sector. The defence budget for its huge 
military force has doubled over the past 4 
years and at the sane Cime a vast repressive 
apparatus of police, prison camps, spies etc 

5 co be maintained. 

In a desperate effort to maintain its 
competitiveness on the world market ( 
rate of return on capital is nov 5k compared 
with 20% a decade ago) the South African 
ruling class is forced to raise rates of 


explottation to unbearable levels, The 
antiquated aysten of Apartheld is sex 4 major 
obstacle to capitalist accumulation, Sther 
than the immense social conflter and hur 


suffering uhich $€ incurs, it fe incapable of 
providing the necessary anmounts of skilled 
labour and prevents Labour mubiltty. vith 
the traditionally peofttable automobile {nd 
ustey of the Eastern Cape nuv in ehronte 
cecussfun and many US manufacturing eurpors 
ations now showing buok Loxsus, the sites 
is deterforating WIth unumploynent escalaetng. 
and reports uf aalnutedtion in the tusnships 
common. Figures for unemployment were 68% up 
in 1985 compared with 1984, and ic is now 
running at 30% among black’ workers (an of ftc~ 
ial under-estimation). 

A particular fallacy of sone Leftist 
organisations (such as the Revolutionary 
Communist Party) is to propagate the view 
Apartheid {5 not an irrational historical 
hangover but an indispensable feature of South 
African capitalism for not only maintain 
the boundaries of exploftatten but for extend 
ing then, (See the RCP panphlet "Black Blood 
On British Hands.) 

On the contrary the more advanced elen- 
ents in the South African ruling class 4° 
those grouped around the Anglo-American ¢ 
oration and the Progressive Federal Party - 
and increasingly their views are being echoed 
among the die-hards - have recognised the need 
for the modernisation and eventual abolizton 
of Apartheid. And this has bees the consensus 
of South Africa's imperialise backers for at 
least a decade, American Secretary of State 
George Shultz eaphasised this recently by 
stating that there was no Longer aay axspuce 
among Americans about Apartheid: "The present 
syste is dooaed....The only alternative to a 
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radical violent outcone is a political accoma- 
edation now, before it is too late. We Look 

to the government of South Africa to work 

with blacks, black leaders and others in their 
country to bring it to an end.” (New York Times 
Nov. '85) 

Why has the Botha regime, installed in 
1978 on the platform of a reform strategy, 
deen unable to carry out the bidding of their 
masters?) The anawer lies in South Africa's 
special position on the global inperialist 
chess-board and in the fact that the African 
Nacional Council (ANC), the main bourgeois 
democratic opposition force, is still Linked 
with Russian Imperialism. 


THE STAKES OF IMPERIALISH 


‘The West's financial involvement in South 
Afxtea {s staggering by any yardstick; loan 
capital alone exceeds 25 billion dollars; 7~ 
10% of the Ué's entire overseas investments 

are tied up in South Africa. Fabulous profits 
have been reaped off the backs of South African 
workers; during the boon years, rates of 

return were 20-43% on capital invested, super~ 
exploitation by any standards, Investments, 
however, had from the outset an important 
strategic dinension, Linked to the expansion 
‘and defence of the Western alliance. The 
region's mineral resources are an indispen: 
able element in the West's preparations for 

war against the Soviet bloc, which cannoc. 

Allow their continued control by thelr 
adveraucy, Losing thea would be an irreperable 
Sisaster for che West. 

South Africa is a veritable storehouse of 
strategic metals, a leading producer of 
manganese, platinun, antimony and cheomtum. 
‘The latter fs essential for the hardening of 
steel used in the armour plate of ships and 
tanks. Europe and Japan have no domestic 
sources and the US requires to import 80% of 
its domestic consumption. 

South Africa is a trusted guardian of the 
huge quantities of Persian Gulf ofl that trav- 
ela round the Cape of Good Hope on their way 
to Europe and the Americas. The South Atlantic 
sea lanes ave of immense economic and military 
importance. The Soviets have been building up 
their presence there since the West began to 
use the Falklands War as a testing ground for 
thete naval capability. ‘ 

South Africa fs not only a regional gen- 
darne - as vas rade clear by their vee ia the 
neutralisation and integration of Angola and 
Mozambique within the Western bloc - but a 
swell. While iz ds vical 


vital quacter-master 


for the Hest's geo-political aims that South 
Africa stabilises its internal regime, for 
fear unat it may face another tran '79, tor 


the tise being, ie the face of mass resistance 
and mounting economic difficulties, it contin- 
ves to holster the present cegiae until such 

a time that a transition to a demuccatic 

beral tute can be effected without a danger 
Uf either an escalation of the class struggle 
towards revolutivnacy dimensions or the Losing 
af South Africa to the enery camp. either 
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option would be in any way tolerable. 

Today the objective of both wings of 
imperialism, conservative and Hiberal, is the 
sane: an orderly reform of apartheid to dapple 
the South African government and power struct~ 
ure with enough black faces through some fora 
of political compromise between the white 
Supremists ané the aspirant black bourgeoisie, 
s0 that the seething black working class can 
be held at bay and exploitation can proceed as 
normal. The fact that the West is playing the 
anti-apartheid card is shown by the meeting 
between Relly of the Anglo-American end the 
AWC in Zambia, The Reaganites fear vat 
Hotha's fall might perait an already vangerous 
sitvation to get out of hand while the Iiber~ 
als, while seeing that Botha has outlived his 
usefulness, fail to percelve that the iietha 
strategy of the creation of a buffer of 
politically docile middle class blacks * 
been a patent fallure, not through any 
Will to compromise = this has been the 
egy since 1978 - but because the very 
of the class struggle itself peratts nu dae 
racial settlement. The trail of burnt 
houses of collaborationists and the cadsvres 
of all those engaged in {aplenenting Betia's 
dirty work is testimony to this. 

Tt ts significant thac the struggles o 
Soweto and Sharpeville of today have not 
become the cause-celebre they were for 
Viberats of Anti-Aparthetd in the '60s eid 
"708 because they have an (ncreased prolccey- 
ian content. ‘The anget directed against the 
black cops and councillors are a direct 
refutation of black nationalist ayths and a 
snub at the black conscfousness whick cane 
the wake of Soveto 1976, The Itberals of 
US anti-aparthesd paint the conflict be 
moderate democrats and Reaganites as a cous! 
crusade for black sel{-detgraination tn South 
Africa. The political ates of the Literal 
Tactions of the bourgeoisie have the sage cut 
reqult a3 those of the Right: the saving 
capitalism. ‘The safest route, according te 
them, would be the ending, not the maintenance 
of apartheid. 


LEETISH 


Having been largely successful in tntegrating 
the white working ciass politically and ecus- 
omically and in quelling the steugales of the 
Black workers, vhile saintainiug a rigid 
racist division between thea, the South af 
euling class during the post-war period bas 
never had any need for a faction espous 
radical 'soclalist' I.e, state-capitalist 
trine. Containment of the class struggie haz 
meant that its politics have always been ¥ 
the framework of white supcenacy, A forna! 
Legal recognition of this was the passing 
the Suppression of Communism act of 1950. £ 
with the ecergence of 2 manufacturing and 
mining proletariat, concentrated in the urdar 
areas, increasingly conscious of its st 
position in the econoay after a decade of 
bitter, vircuatly unrelenting class struggles. 
the South African ruling class are more chen 


ever auare of the need for a new aligonent of 
forces of the left in order to nullify any 
revolutionary threat, if need be to channel 
in a state capitalist direction. 

The banned ANC is emerging as capitalisa's 
best hope. As Jesse Jackson, American civil 
rights politician said recently, "Those bus- 
iness leaders (Relly and co) defied Botha to 
facet with the ANC, They went hecause they 
knew where their economic future fs, and it's 
not with Bocha's apurthetd government.” (New 
York Times 3.11.85.) Relly vas, of course, 
avare of the ‘common ground’ by shared with 
the ANC in the mafntenaice of a profitable 
South Africa in the face of violent revolt. 

Aa Mandela noted in his speech at the Rivonia 


ic 


trial to 1984 "The ANC has never at any 
pertod in its history advocated a revolution 
ary change in the ecmmnie steueture of the 
countey, nor has 4t ty the best of ay recull~ 
ection, even condemned eapitalist avetety,” 
In Septenber, while luthi's finance minister 
wos visiting the Us Uv round up funds to save 
Svuth Africa's despocute Floanctal situas for, 
the AUG addressed "he Meuple™ ef Anerica as 
Goows, "We appeal Ww att you tw deeand cha 
American banks shyuld Insist that aparthetd be 


ade to pay up for the 11.5 billion dollars 
that it owes". This call, of course, ts 
really addressed to the banks. If apacthetd 
vere actually to pay up, the billfans would 
have to be squeezed out of the hides of South 
Afeiea's workers, and the ANC vould be called 
upon to administer that part of an extended 
state machine dusigned to dragoon, in a 
“denocratic' fashion of course, the black 

ses under their control. The ANC state~ 
Rent Serves to announce that it will under- 
take to pay off South Africa's debt religiously 
once it has taken up the reins of government, 
Such co-operation with imperialism = the 
cpposite of the Bolshevik repudiation of the 
Crarist dedt ~ is not unprecedented in the 
current period. Paying off Somoza's bills was 
one of the firse acts of the ‘socialist! 
Sandinista regime of Nicaragua, Events Like 
these [Llustrate that the onty ‘!iberation’ 
from {mperialism is the communist revolution 
not the installation into power of @ fraction 
of the nationalist bourgeaisie 

The "power sharing’ the ANC is manoeuvring 

tovards resembles the Zimbabwian capitalist 
solution of guarantueing whites a fixed share 
in che government, including decisive 
ninistrfes; or it might amount to dividing 
South Africa among its races and tribes in 
such a way that whites and co-operatives blacks 
Ilke the thugnaster Buchelezi wielded a vork- 
able veto. In spite of the fact that the ANC 
ean easily expose the wore superficial aspects 
of the so-called ‘liberalisation’ measures, in 
the context of the historic decline of capital- 
ism ané the continued deepening of South 
Africa's economic malaise, {t is impossible 
for it to play any progressive role. Any 
political compromise would reveal the opport- 
nist nature of the ANC in the eyes of its 
black masses as they would have nothing to 
‘sell’ but a progeamme of increased austerity 
accompanied by savage repression. The saterial 
social base in the form of a large black middle 
class, unlike in the US, does not exist in 
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South Africa and the prospects of its develop- 
rent in the present situation look renote. In 
the absence of a buffer of privileged black 
strata, an ‘in between’ solution Looks un- 
likely: The direction of South African soc~ 
fety increasingly depends on the development 
of a class consciousness in the core concent- 
rations of the urban black profetariat, and it 
is here that the ANC perforns a most essential 
function for capital by latching on to workers’ 
struggles in an opportunistic eanner and 
diverting these on to a nationalist terrain. 
‘The ANC contains several tendencies 
Predominant are the liberal wing represented 
by Tambo and the Stalinist wing of the South 
African Communist Party, which Is influential 
in the ANC's exiled labour ara - South Africa 
Congress of Trade Unions, Both agree on the 
ANC's programe of a non-racist capitalisn for 
the present, leaving talk of socialism to the 
indefinate future, In line with its tactle 
of forming a "bloc of ‘progressive forces! 
against Apartheld, the South African Consuntst 
Party (SACP) argue that the struggle is simply 
one for deaocratic rights for all, and not a 
class struggle. The SACP encouraged Mandela, 
Tambo and the other ANC leaders to see mass 
action as a means of putting pressures on the 
regime, and of helping to mobilise ‘enlignten- 
ed" opinion among whites’ in the West. As a 


result they help to spread the {Ilusion the 
For 


apartheid can be removed peacefully. 
example in 1958 one CP member wrote, 
"Revolution need not involve viotenc 
have been plenty examples in history wl 
combination of factors have been conpetting 
enough to make a ruling class give way for 
urgent and overdue changes, without dragging 
the people through the agony of civit war". 
A lesser known wing of the ANC is the 
Trotskyist "Marxist Workers Tendency" which 
has ties with the Militant Tendency of the 
British Labour Parey. Expelled from the 
last summer, the HVT argues that ff the A! 
should gain power, even with its pro- 
dourgeo{s tdeology, it would be forced to 
create a ‘workers state’ {.¢, the classical 
orthodox Trotakyist reasoning which led the 
Trotskyist groups after World War 2 into the 
camp of capital. Although they were never to 
grow into a sizeable force in South Africa, 
the Trotskyists were to have # political 
impact out of proportion to their numbers, 
especially in the 30s and 40s, Although 
they recognised the political centrality 
of the working class, this vas to be the 
force for ‘national liberation’, social 
revolution being part of a process of ‘per: 
anent revolution’. The politics and tactics 
of this conception were never grounded on an 
understanding of capitatisn’s entry into 
decadence, the implications of which acant 
that the proletariat had nothing to gain 
froma tactical alliance with any section 
of the bourgeoisie as all had becone react- 
fonary. Leftism of the Trotskyist brand 
stands in that Line of tradition ¥hich 
accepts Lenin's theory of national self 
determination. In 1935 Trotsky was to writer 


“In so far as a victorious revolution vill 
change the relation not only between the 


classes but also between the races and 
Vill assure to the blacks that place in 
Uhe stace that corresponds to their 

numbers, thus far will the social revol~ 


On the emergence of the NUN, the Anglo-Aner- 
ican Corporation actually gave it offices as 
well as negotiating rights. 


ution in South Africa also have a national flovever, in the early 1980's a aore militant 


character. 


Statements of this sort are typical of the 
propaganda found among these leftist tendencies 
who have opportunistically turned thenselves 
into appendages of the major bourgeois oppos~ 
{tion force in South Africa. 

‘The main political rivals of the ANC are 
the black nationalist organisations which rule 
out white partiefpation in the South African 
‘revolution’. One of these, the Azanian 
Peoples Organisation (Azapo) labels itself a 
working class orgonisation, although it finds 
its base mainly among intellectuals and the 
petty bourgeoisie. [t bases its politics on 
the completely faise assumption that all black 
under South African conditions are working 
class. hile recognising the ANC's capituta 
fon to white liberals and capitalists ~ it con 
denned Kennedy's visit, vhich the ANC support 
ed ~ AZAPO assumes that black nationalism { 
the answer, Tt has a 'marxist! radical wing 
to help insinuate {¢self among more advanced 
worker: 


BLACK WORKERS: 

While Leftist organisations differ in thelr 
political attitude to the various radical 
bourgeois opposition forces in South Africa, 
they have all applauded unanimously the 
emergence of black trade unionism, which now 
Sroups in its ranks around a million members, 
as high a proportion as in the US. Take, for 
example, the SUP: 


“the only independent working clase organ- 
{sations in South Africa are the black 
trade unions. Their success... is an 
enormous political step forward.” (S.A 
‘The Road to Revolution, A.Caltinicos p.33) 


While during capitalism's progressive ascend- 
ice the unions were proletarian organisations, 
thetr function under the new conditions of 
permanent decline mean that they are no longer 
appropriate defensive instruments for the 
class which created them and only succeed in 
keeping the terms of reference and the tactics 
of workers struggles on a terrain which ts 
fayourable to capital - {.e. the unions 
divide the class into trade and sector and in 
the end detiver them bound and gagged to the 
enp toy: 


Untike those leftists whese policies can only 
serve to shore up capitalism, the South African 
tuling class were not under aay illusions 
about the nature of trades unionism. The purp- 
ose of the legalisation of trades unions was 
sade quite clear, "We are registering black 
unions in order to control their activities” 
(fante Botha, Minister of Manpower). Rosholt, 
chairman of the countries leading industrial 
cerporation cammented, "They must be seen as 
bodies which can possibly defuse labour unrest" 


(on the South African Theses) brand of trades untonsin began to develop, in 


the wuke ef a series of wildcat strikes. 
While Ic accused FOSATU of being tov moderate 
and mon political, the S.A.AlL(ed Workers’ 
Union adopted an aygressive,pupulist style. 
But despite theie radical image, these new 
trades unions will play the same role as 
their predecessors; to control and derail the 
class struggle. This was clear in the gold 
workers strike of September 1985, when the i 
Separated the struggle of the gold workers from 
the rest of the mining proletat{at, and then 
negotiated separate deals with the gold conp- 
anies, leaving the most militant mines isolated, 
and Leading to its defeat. 


OUR POSITION. 
Our crirvatsn of the bourgecis forces active 
in the srruy: of the South Afcican prol- 
etariat, does not mean that we stand aloof 
from the real social movement that is unfold- 
ing. The absence of a party, or even a corm 
Unist organisation in the country, along with 
the divtstons of the class on racial Lines(and 
here we mean not simply black and white, but 
between black and Asian, and even among black 
workers themuelves), means that we du not 
face a revolutionary situation tn South 
Hut communists still have to work, initially 
among the diaspora, black and white, to fo 
a communist nucleus, which can relate to the 
movement in that country. 


fea 


‘This means that we must cal! for working clas 
unity, across racial divides, ond denounce 
progranmes of the various leftist and hatto: 
alist groupings, exposing their capitalist 
nature. But we cannot do this from the side 
Lines, ve must make clear that we support 

all denands for the ending of specific ind 
ignities and super-exploltaion of any sectfon 
of the class. But while we call for the over 
throw of the apartheid regine, by mass working 
class struggle, we moke {t quite clear at al! 
times, that this {n no way amounts to polite 
ical support for any of the reformist er 
nationalist groupings who seck to replace it, 
Opportunisa consists not in making specific 
demands, vhich occasionally my fornally 
overlap with what is demanded by the political 
forces of capitalism, but in the failure to 
pose these denands in a different fram 
from those of the enemies of orking class 
Liberation, 
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CLASS STRUGGLE 
NOT SANCTIONS 


Neither the {ntensity of the social conflict 
in South Africa, nor the ferocity of the re~ 
pression meted out by the apartheid regine 
show any signs of abatenent. Black workers 
in South Africa are striking and taking to 
the streets in av unexanpled display of 
heroisn against armoured cars, guns and 
sjanboks under the state of emergency, Just 
as they did before its declaration. In its 
present form the South African state can 
only function as a asked military dictator- 
ship, throving aside all its “democratic” 
tenses, which anyway never had any 
eaning for its black majority. The cont- 
inuation of the present social conflict 
indefinately is unthinkeable. Either there 
willbe a greatly increased attack on the 
black population-which anyway could only 
provide a tenporary relief-or the apartheid 
regine will be overthrown by the black social 
movenent. These however, are options that 
put the huge militray, economic and pol- 
itical interests of western imperialism in 
South Africa at risk, and every day the 
urgency of enforcing a solution that 
protects these interests grows. 


WESTERN IMPERIALISM DIVIDED. 


Let us be quite cleat; none of the various 
statesnen who pontificate about finding a 
solution to the crisis have anything but the 
interests of western inperialism at heart. 
ALL Neninent persons”, issaries" or 
shuttle diplonat clergymen want to see the 
establishnent of a stable, "denocratic” and 
pro-western South Africa, where the black 
(asd other) workers are exploited under 
conditions which do not bring about @ state 
of pernanent crisis, That auch unites them; 
what ts less clear, is how this situation fs 
be brought about. 


One wing of the international bourgeoisie, 
though it is increasingly isolated, wants to 
give Botha and his cronies another chance, 
to maintain "dialogue" and "contact". This 
group, best represented by Thatcher and the 
British beuxgesis interests, argue that the 
process of -sfora in South Africa will be 
best continued by not Leaning on Pretoria 
too hard. Similarly they feel that should 
Botha fall, there is no telling what would 
replace hin;possivly a pro-Soviet ANC in 
the worst scenario. Thus they argue against 
sanctions, which they believe could topple 
Botha and lead to “anarchy”, while crying 
crocodile tears about the suffering sanction: 
would cause black workers. But undoubtedly 
the material basis for such a perspective 
Lies in the fact that it {s the British 
bourgeoisie which has the largest econonic 
stake in South Africa, which it fears would 
be hard hit {n any generalised campaign of 
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But the development of events is leaving this 
section of the bourgeoisie increasingly 
isolated. It was with great difficulty that 
Thatcher held the Line against EEC sanctions 
and came up vith her "mission impossible” 
for her poodle Howe, to the black "front 
line" states. Sinilarly at the meeting of 
the Commonwealth leaders in London, Thatcher 
was shown to be out on a Limb, and had to 
make concessions to partial econoate sanc~ 
tions. 


More and more international imperialism is 
realising that the cosmetic reforns passed 
by Botha are in no way a step tovards the 
abolition of minority rule, but are an 
attempt to make minority rule more accep- 
teable to the black masses. And it is 
Qlaringly obvious that it is not the abol- 
ition of petty apartheid which will allow 
the emerging black bourgeoisie to sell 
social peace to the masses, but only the 
installation of a political structure which 
pretends to represent. the black majority, 
that is bourgeois democracy in the fora of 
one man, one vote 


Tt 45 the intransigence of the A 
ruling class that leads increasing 

circles of western imperialism to exgue that 
only the imposition of generalised econosie 
Sanctions on the South African economy, 
which {s already realing fron the effects of 
tha world economic crisis, will force the 
Pretoria regine to eueter into "dialogue" 
with the black opposition groups such as 

the ANC, and the eventual emergence of a 
“aul ti-racial" and pro-vestern South A 
This faction of the bourgeoisie believes 
that the Tutus, Tambos and Mandelas, who 
have long prociaiaed thefx loyatty to 
Western interests, will be able to hold 
the black gasses in check, in a way thi 
Botha and his ilk no longer can. 


ikaaner 


fea, 


Thus the whole debate about sanctions ts 
between two wings of western inperialin, 
about how to bring a change to a situation 
less threatening to its interests. Conmunists 
do not take sides in such a debate, whose 
franevork is alien to clars politica. These 
axe around the question of how best the 
working class can defend their ianediate 
and historical interests against capital. 
fn all its forms. Perhaps unsurprisiagly 
sundry varieties of leftists, froa the 
Morning Star to Socialist Worker have a1! 
Joined in the aystificatory chorus about 
Sanctions, as if any fora of econonie warfare 
between capitalist states could advance the 
{nterests of the working cl 


one fota. 
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TUSIDE SOUTH AFRICA 


While the furore over sanctions reigns on the 
international front, events are not staying 
still in South Africa itself. Botha se 
have contained-for the monent-the fury * of 
the right wing meanderthal elements who 
oppose even the cosmetic changes in the 
apartheid system, by the imposition of the 
state of emergency and crackdown on black 
political groups. At the sane tine, ‘he has 
been attempting to break the back of the 
social movement in the townships, by armi 
black thugs to terrorise political activists 
and also making attempts to seck a social 
basis in the more backward, rural elements 
like the tribal chiefs who would accept some 
kind of client status in a white regime. But 
it is difficult to see these desperate 
scranblings as being a real attempt at a 
political solution, only a hedge against 
possible civil war, 


Meanwhile, there {s the more muted, but in 
the end, nore powerful pressure of big 
business dn South Africa on the Botha 
regime, to engage ina dialogue with the 
black opposition. These people have seen, 
in their dealings with the black unions, 
and talks with the ANC, that here is the 
oaly social force which can restore peace 
in the factories, mines and townships. 

Any prospect of sanctions would increase + 
the pressure from South African capitalists 
on the reine. 


But In the final analysis, what happens in 
South Africa will not be decided by bishops 
or businessnen, but by the South African 
working class, Whether the rulers of South 
Africa manage to maintain their hold, whether 
imperialism will manage to bring about a 
smooth transition to majority rule, or 
vhther aparthetd will be swept away by the 
social movenent 1s a question that will 

be settled in the heat of class confront- 
ation. 


JAL SOLIDARITY WITH SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS. 


The way forward for South African workers is 
te extend and unify their struggles, for a 
decisive overthrow of the apartheid regine, 
Rot to avait the manoevers of international 
inpertalisn's circus of philanthropists, 
clerics and clowns. And real solidarity with 
thetr struggle does not consist in boycotting 
South African goods, or clamouring for 
sanctions, as if there were morally good and 
rally bad commodities, or good and bad 
forms of exploitation of labour power. We 
do not stand for deaocratic or aon racial 
sptoitation, but for the abolition of re- 
tation. 


ns of exp) 


Real solidarity with the vorkers of South 
Africa, as with workers everywhere, consists 
in extending and unifying our own struggles 
in the capitalist heartlands, especially 
against those who pose as the "friends" of 
South Africa's workers. This does not nean 
that we can "do nothing" now. Communists 
work in the South African diaspora, black 
and white,to win a kernel to our cause and 
help to implant the politics of the working 
class in South Africa via. such a means. 
Workers can certainly take up workplace 
collections in solidarity with those 
suffering class repression in South Africa, 
and to support their strikes. Employees of 
multi-nationals hit by strikes in South 
Africa should not be slow to lend activ 
solidarity and sympathy action to their 
elass brothers abroad, since the vorkers! 
struggle knows no frontiers. Upon suspicion 
that military equipment is being sent to 

aid the repression of the South Africa 
proletariat, workers involved in its 
duction and transport should take all steps 
to prevent its reaching its goal. 


But this {s CLASS action, and has nothing to 
do with a campaign of pin pricks designed to 
goad the Boer ox out of its laager. Cosa- 
unists hate every form of exploitation, That 
of the countries of the Pacific Basin ts 
brutal in the extreme, but we dont propose 
economic sanctions as the solution to the 
woes of the Korean or Hong Kong 


clase struggle. 


DOW WITH THE APARTHELD Sram 
‘THROW BY CLASS STRUGGLE! 


“AGAINST THPERIALEST PEA 
AFATCA! WO TO "DEMOCRATIC" 


-AGAINST THE CHARADE OF SANCTIONS! FOR CLASS 
SOLIDARITY WITH SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS! 


‘ACCIDENTS fn South Arian 

hd mines ave tilled ore 

‘Tho00 workers and seri= 

injured mate than “one 

‘ln ces the” eginaing 

it he century, according. to 
at stody released yesterday 


the oterasdanal Labour 
Grwaaisstion Te sald the 
fidiity tale was among the 


highest “In The “world. 
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SOUTH AFRICA: 


Cet T5853 


BUSINESS AS USUAL 


In Workers Voice No 30, we exposed 
the campaiga for sanctions against the 
apartheid regime of South Africa, as a 
nove by sections of inperialisa to try and 
achieve a peaceful change to a "denocratic™ 
exploitation of the black masses of that 
country. We also argued that real solidarity 
with the South African workers lay in class 
action, not in supporting the canpatgu for 
sanctions, (See "South Africa; Class Struggle 
not Sanctions.") Since we last wrote, a comp- 
ronise has been patched up between the comp- 
ecing factions of the international bourgeoisie 
vhich allows both for a posturing moral indig. 
fon to be shown towards the Botha regine 
and oo harm to be done to the financial and 
political interests of western inperialism, 


The measures introduced by the EEC countries, 
and followed by Japan, roughly correspond to 
those already introduced by Reagan. These are 
designed to put further pressure on Botha, 
without leading to the kind of economic impact 
which might endanger his stability, and the 
global interests of western capitalism, They 

ude a ban on tron and steel imports ( of 
h there iz a glut in the western bloc, so 
this WiLL benefit domestic pecducers), on golé 
coins, a tiny part ofthe total gold sales, 
which account for 60% of South Atrica's export 
earnings, and are excluded. There fs a ban on 
further investment in the country-Sronical, 
since the last few years have seen massive 
disinvestment by western companies, who were 
in fear for their profits through soctal 
unrest. Naturally those {tens on which the 
military and economic security of the western 
bloc depends, Ifke tungsten, nolyblendium, 
vanadium, are excluded. So too {x coal, since 
this would cause international coal prices to 
rise, and allow a corresponding rise in off 
prices. Japan has also banned at Links-it 
doesn't have any! 


INSIDE THE LAGER 


Botha's response to developments is becoming 
increasingly frantic. On the one hand he is 
lashing out wildly to appease the right-wing 
of the ruling class. Statements that there 
will never be racial integration are matched 
by increased military involvement in the 
civil wars fn Angola aad Mozambiqu, On the 
other further cosmetic reforms are passed, 
such as appointing a coloured Ambassador, ‘the 
Bantustan policy has been wou up, and there 
is vague talk of a slow move to giving the 
blacks some kind of undefined political re- 
presentation in the distant future. 


Meanwhile tn the townships things have 
simmered dowa somewhat, and an uneasy 

peace returned. The black masses have been 
presented with the spectacle of the coro-, 
nation ef Tutu to occupy them. Tutu showed 
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his credentials as the communist agent the 
regime had accused him of being by...not 
inviting Botha to his enthronenent! Harx 
Statement that "Religion is the opium of the 
people" has seldon been so clearly confirmed. 


But any peace in the 
industrial front can 
and each new upsurge 
stablise the fragile eguilibriun on which 
the South African state rests. The main nevs 
from the class front, has been the apalling 
accident at Kinross gold mine in September 
where 178 miners died. The basis of the 
super profits earned by the gold companies 
snot only in the low wages received 
by the ainers, but in the terrible safety 
conditions in the mines;the tunnel Linings 
were only flame retardant, not flaneproof, 
ad when ignited emitted poltonous gases. 
Just before the disaster the mineowners had 
refused any wage demand greater than...2% 
The response of the black National Union 
Nineworkers, led by Cyril Ranaphosa to these 
outrages indicates that here is a force. that 
the "progressive" sections of the white 
ruling class can deal with, Ranaphoss called 
on the MINEOUNERS to close the mines for a di 
of mourning, and Sf they didn't threat 
a one day general strike, 
Neaawhile, back in London, the British 
Foreign Secretary, Howe, had an “antcable” 
meeting with ANC(African Natfonal Congress) 
leader Oliver Tambo. Previously the Thatcher 
Government had refused to meet an AtiC rape 
tative, uniess the ANC renounced 
violence”. The meeting with Tanbo {s another 
method of putting pressure of Pretoria to 
nove along the road wanted by western inper- 
falism, and to this Tambo leant his authority. 
And ic is to the Tutus, Ramaphosas and Tasbes 
that Liberals and Leftists urge the black 
masses to look for Liberation. But ve can only 
Tepeat what we said in WV30, 


townships and on the 
only be short lived, 
of unrest further ée- 


“But in the final analysis, what happens 
in South africa will not be decided by 
bishops or businessmen, but by the 
working class. Whether the rulers of 
South Africa manage to maintain their 
hold, whether imperialism will nana: 
bring about a suooth transition to mei- 
ority rule, or whether apartheid vi 
swept away by the social movenent is 2 
question that will be decided in the 
heat of class confront: 


SOUTH AFRICA 


RAILWORKERS WIN VICTORY 


16000 railworkers who were sacked at the end 
of Apriz after a solidarity strike have all 
been-reinstated and most of their demands have 
been met. ‘The courage and determination of 

of thece workers has won a significant battle, 
cespite savage repression which included shoot: 
ing 6 workers dead, and despite manoeuvres 

by the unions. the fact that this 
strike was as usual racially divided with only 
the black workers striking the development 


of the struggle has showed in reality the unity. 


‘of the interests of black and white workers 


the railworkers struggle started as a solidari 
strike amongst black workers for a victimised 
‘Once the black workers had estruck 
the bosses promptly used the white workers 
asscabs forcing them to do extra duties. the 
objection of white railworkers to this forced 
the kosses hand and they issued an ultimatum 
return to work or get the sack. ‘There was 
ro retwen to work and when the sacked workers 
held a denonstration the Folice shot. them down 
an explosion of anger then brokeout with sabo 
of trains ang the burning of stations andattach 
cn scabs, 5 Of whom were killed. Despite the 
fact that three workers were actually shot 
in the union offices and the offices bombed, 
the Confederation of South Afr 
{COSAIU) , to which the worke 
belongs did not respond to thy 
on the battleground of clai 
aes ehey called a 2-H 


ty 


tage 


ks 


Segui 


© to divert the class struggle into 
of the mtionalist struggle ad al~ 
though a strike against the election did tak 
place this was in fact useful to the regine. 
‘The workerswon reinstaterent by their own ri 
fusal to return on the bosses terms. Af 
the election was safely over the werkers we! 
reinstated with the right to permanent status 
~ something previously only for whites- and 
without loss of benefits. 
‘The regime used these events to hos 
standing and win votes in the electicn. 
fact their subsequent capitulat: 
their previous policy of setting 
to poli 


their 


One of the agreements at the rein 
¢ was that workers had the rig 
"elect their own union representa: ives" 
pt their grievances to the manages 


The unions have used the events to strengthen 
their position in the S.A, labour hierarchs 
and as controllers of class strugsle. Althoush 
both the regime ard the unions used the 
to align white ard black wo 
bannners of Afrikaner and African 1 
the 


as scabs points to che 
intel unity of white and black 
the bosses. The gaining of perma 
by the black workers is a significant st 


and 
also & 


© workers and in th 
towards uni 


NUM AGAINST 
THE MINERS 


UWICNS SABOTAGE MINER'S STRIKE 


‘the strike by black goldniners was defeated 
after three weeks of bitter struggle. Despite 
50 000 sackings and mass recruitment of 
scabs, despite repression which left 6 dead 
and 250 wounded the miners were determined 
to continue their struggle ani voted to 
continue at pit head ballots only the day 
before the union called off the strike. 


4 workers were denarding a 30% across 
the board increase together with increased 
holiday and death payments - last year 681 
niners were killed in accidents. The’ bosses 
offered a 15 to 23% wage rise incorporating 
tials designed to split the more 
illed miners from the unskilled, and 
minor concessions on holidays and death 
benefits. When this offer was rejected 
by a decisive pittead ballot the National 
Union of Mineworkers (NUM) ordered the 
miners to surrender. The general role play- 
ed by the unicn and this capitulation in 
particular clearly illustrate the function 
which trade unions serve for the capitalist 
system teday, even vhen, as in South Agrica 
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they are only just being legalised, lack 
a stake in the capitalist order and talk 
the languace of class struggle. 


In many ways this strike was a crucial one 
for the S.A. bosses, It was the longest 
strike in'S.A. history and was the first 
real test of the new tactics the bosses 
have adopted for dealing with the class 
struggle. ‘the central element in these 
tacxtics was the creation of black trade 
unions to control and discipline the class 
struggle. 


UNICHISATION - THE ECESES' 


RATECY 


By the mid 70's the South African tosses 

ised the the methods of controlling 

the class struggle, which had bean used 

for the last 20 years, were no longer effective. 
Between the banning of black trake unicns 

in 1953 and their legalisation in 1978 the 
class struggle was met with naked violes 
While repression was effective during the 
reconstruction pericd following world war 


S87 


2 it was primarily designes Tor mayen 
jeour which was unskilled and cheap. 


‘the dramatic fa1} in the rate of profit 
in S.A. in the early 70's (from around 17% 
at the end of the 60's to 88) caused the 
bosses to introduce more capital equipment, 
shed labour and increase productivity by 
better training. This led to the requirement 
of a stable skilled black working class 
and control of the class struggle. This 
fs the prinary reason that the S.A. bosses, 
with Anglo Aerican Mining Corporation at 
their head, set about creating black trade 
urtuns. Cbviously, they also hoped for 
other Henefits, such as reducing the cost 
of lakour by replacing well paid white workers 
‘with low paid black workers. The kosses 
tave, since the mid 70's, campaigned for 
an erd to statutory reservation of jobs 
for vhites, and it is significant that 
during this strike the last law reserving 
mining jobs for white workers was repealed 
by parliament. 
new unions have s*-ved the 
Although unicn mebers have 
ses, these have barely kept 
ition and taken no account of 
Meanwhile the class 
The 


$0 far these 
bosses well, 
wen pay incr 
vp with infl 
increased productivity. 
struggle has been kept uncer control. 
last miners strike, which took place in 
1984 and achieved a 15% pay increase, while 
inflation’ was 13%, was called of! by. the 

WM after cly one day! The recent strike, 
though longer and expensive for the bosses, 
tas shown the union is an effective tool 

for controlling and defeating the miners. 


‘TACTICS TO WIN 


From the start it was clear that this strike! 
could only be won if it was won quickly. 

‘This meant genaralisation and extension. 

Gnly 300 000 miners out. of 500 000 struck 
which meant approximately a third of the 

mines continued to work. Instead of advocating 
a canpaign of picketting and persuasion 

of other miners, the ynion started the strike 
by urging all miners to return to their 

“tom lands" ~ places often thousarkis of 

niles from the mines! This was an imwediate 
cause of deneralisation end 108s of momentum. 
‘The union also only ained to bring cut certain 
"eargettei" mines. Other mines were allowed 
to continue operations, and supposedly the 
strixe would ke won through attrition. 


‘he obvious parallel withthe British miners 
strike is even nore cruel when one considers 

the desperate hand to mouth existence of 

the miners their distant families and dependants 
and also the massive 2 million pool of even 
nore desperate unemployed. 


From the start the union's emphasis was 

on Tegality. Announcing the famous "go hom" 
Call the NN general secretary Ranaphosa 
said, "this is the only way we can have 
a peaceful strike in the mining industry. 
The only way to win the strike was to spread 
it and clearly this involves breaking the 
bosses laws and confrontations with the 


police just as it does in Britain. Instead 
the NUM proposed passivity while its leaders 
negotiated with the chanber of mines. 


Even if the attempt to spread the strike 

con the mines had failed there was potential 
for spreading it elsewhere. In fact, throughout 
the country there was a mass of strikes 

going on at the same time. COSATU, the 
congress of trade unions to snich tne NOM 

js affiliated, estimates that at the tine 

of the strike there were 60 000 steel and 
engineering workers on strike, 15 000 chenical 
workers, 20 000 hotel workers, 20 000 postal 
workers and 10 000 food industry workers 

all on strike. Any serious attempt to win 
the strike would have tried to link these 
struggles whose pay demands were virtually 
Sdentical. If @ Linkage had been established 
with any of these strikes the way would 

have been opened for spreading the struggle 
much more widely and calling out. non-nining 
sectors. Instead the NUM ard COGATU isolated 
the struggle, emphasised legality end promoted 
peace and negotiations, even when the bosses 
began to fire miners by the thousand. 


‘The arger and will to fight of the miners 
is shom by their vote to continua the strike 
even after 50 000 of their fellows had been 
sacked and mass recruitment of replacement 
miners was underway. Instead of harnessing 
this enersy to a program which could win 

the strike, the unién isolated it, wakened 
it and finally directly opposed it by ordering 
a return to work. 


‘This defeat represets a significant victory 
for the bosses ar a proof that their policy 
of forming unions has paid off. tot only 
have they achieved their aim of keeping 
wages below inflation, the strike was also, 
as the union intended, much less violent 
than previous strikes with far less damage 
to mine property. 


COMMUNIST VOICE, 


what’ vas missing through these events was 

a voice speaking for the tactics which could 
have won the strike, arid denouncing the 
unions as tools of the bosses. In the longer 
term workers struggles in South Africa can 
only succeed when the political divisions 
propagated by black and white naticnalism 
are directly challenged and unity on a class 
basis forged between black and white workers. 
If white miners had joined the strike the 
cutcome sould have been very different. 

It is necessary for the comanist forces 
which exist inside South Africa and in 

the diaspora of exiles to unite to form 

a communist organisation capable of propa~ 
gandising for this perspective today. 
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Mandela: The Saviour of 
South African Capitalism 


The release of Nelson Mandela’ and the 
unbanning of the ANC and other black 
nationalist organisations on 11th February 


1990 was the offictal signing of aparthetd”s 
death varrant. The particular type of 
capitalist exploitation organised under the 
apartheid system will, in the coming period, 
be swept avay to make way for the so-called 
“democratic” systen which is the nora 
throughout che West. Apartheld is of no 
further use to capital{sa. The chief problem 
vhich capitalism faces is achieving this 
transition without allowing the country to 
descend into chaos and civil war, which after 
40 years of barbaric oppression remains # 
real possibility. The white liberals are 
clearly unable to achfeve this transition 
without the support of the African 
natdonalists and it is for this reason that 
the ANC has been legalised and Mandela 
released from prison. After serving 28 years 
for treason, Mandela has ben catapulted to 
the centre of South African politics as the 
ean the hour, the man to save South 
African capitalism, How has this coue about? 


80s PROVE APARTHETD"S BANKRUPTCY 


Since the uprising in Soveco in 1976 the 
South African capitalist class has been 
@ivided inco tuo ain factions, those who 
voured continuing with aparthefd at all 
costs, and those who argued for the 
establishment af non-racial "democratic" 
capitalist exploitation. The advent of de 


Klerk to the presidency indicates the second 
faction has now achteved power, but this has 


not been an easy process. Since 1976 a 
decade and a half of persisting with 
apartheid have exposed its complete 
bankruptey and Led the ruling clasy into {ts 
pregent cul-de-sac. Military adventures have 
ended in defeat, internal repression has 
failed to prevent massive woctal unrest and 


the economy £5 in ruins. 

After the settlement in Zimbabwe the South 
African regine tried cto resist change by 
using its economic strength, and when this 
failed, by using {ts allitary power. The 
nilitary adventures in Mozambique, Zimbabue, 
Botswana, Lesotho and Angola have ‘been well, 
publicised. Although the regime liked to 
present then as great victories, they were in 
fact part of s slow defeat. The Inglorious 
hauling dow of the South African flag in 
Windhoek, capital of Naaibia, on 21st March, 
1990 was 3 dramatic acceptance of this fact 
The wars just became too expensive and by 
1989 the Angola/Namibia var alone vas costing 
the regime over $1 billion annually. 


Within the country represston had 


failed to 
quell the unrest, though the dead were now 
counted in thousands. After five years of 


troops in the townships and the imposition of 
a state of energency, rebellion is still 


un 
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boiling over. As we go to press a further 13 
People have been killed by the police in che 
township of Sebokeng. A further example of 
che regine“s failure ts the carnage in Natal 
province where the police have for 5 years 
taked a feud between black factions 
‘arming and assisting the thugs of chief 
Buthelezi“s Inkatha movenent. The violence 
began when the bosses used scabs of the 
Inkatha union to break a bitter strike at the 
Sarmeol rubber fectory in Howick in 1985. 
‘The scabs were protected and arned by the 
police and the feud between ches and the 
strikers union federation, COSATU, and che 
UDF followed. This violence has nov reached 
the point where 2500 people have been killed 
in the last 12 months alone and is nov 
spilling over into the centres of the cities 
vith shootouts occurring in broad daylight. 
‘The regize’s attempts to divide and rule have 

esneas and anarchy on a scale 
Sufficient to scare off capital and reduce 
profits. 


The regine has algo failed to cane the class 


struggle. The ra{l strtke which ended {9 
Jonvary this year left at least 27 workers 
dead and over 10 m{llion pounds of rolling 


stock destroyed. This is a typical 
the violence of the class scruggle. 


it 16, however, in the : 
apartheld regime has failed cost siserabiy. 
The early 80s say a sharp fail ie ch 
of gold from $613 to $350 per ounce 
Africa had to borrow heavily. 


economy that the 


borrowed from the INF and loans froz US banka 
ny 


rose to S4.6in by 1983. The GSP act 
decreased in both 1982 and 1983 and da 1 
1985 the {nternational banks led by 

Manhattan refused to roll over short 
loans of approximately §13b0 out. of 
foreign debe which vas §20bn. The reg 
declared 4 sotatorius on its debts 
value of the Rand fell. Since the 
been a flight of capital trom the coun: 
at least $13bn has been withdrasn. 
Aftica today hax a growth rate of only 
inflation rate of 152. The regice aov 5 
an {npossibly high balance of surplus tu 
to repay debts and a constant Flt 
oll, high tech imports and skilied Labo 
The’ international bourgeoisie has fina 
oat confidence, forcing the goverazent 
retreat inte a financial siege economy. T 
can only be @ tesporary ceasure for the loss 
of longer term capital ts debilisating the 
cconony, as avhole and there is massive 
unemployeent « 


Chase 
tera 
th 


U.S. IMPERIALISM FORCES CHANCES 


With the Russian disengagenent fro= souther: 
Africa, Western imperialisc sav Little pot 
in further support for the apartheid regize. 
The ailitary adventures vere actusily 


endangering 
frontline states, 

commandos were caught 
installations tn Angola 
of the rail netvork 
discupcing British 


Western interests in the 
e.g. South African 
Sabotaging Gulf Oil 
and the destruction 
in Mozambique was 
interests in Zimbabwe. 
Britain has even sent troops to help 
Zimbabvean troops protect the rail links. 
Within South Africa apartheid was restricting 
profits and endangering the enormous capital 
investsents of the West. Under these 
circunstances US imperialism took the lead in 
forcing the regine to accept a Nantblan 
Settlement and to ditch apartheid. 


ENDING APARTHEID TO SAVE CAPITALISM 
The Ltberal faction of the South African 


bourgeoisie have since the oid 80°s 
recognised that the only social force able to 


restore social peace end profits is the ANC. 
It is for this reason that a stream of 
entnent persons from the chairman of 
Anglo-American to acadenics of Afrikaans 


universities have been beating a trail to the 
ANC’s door to sound thea out about 
post-apartheid society. They see in the ANC, 
and tn Mandela, the force which can save 
capitalise. If 1s for this reason that 
Mandela has beea brought from prison. 


Many black workers Look to Mandela as the man 


who will free them from exploitation and 
hardship. They are greatly deceived. 

Since his release Mandela has been at pains 
to stress his loyalty to the ANC and its 
objectives as stated in the 1955 Freedom 
Charter. This charter {¥ a liberal programme 
spiced with a number of state capitalist 
proposals. At no stage does this prograame 
express any opposition to capitalism and the 


exploitation of the working class, rather it 
ains to gake this exploitation democratic and 
share the spofis eoongst a black capitalist 
class. We cannot do better chan let Nandela 
speak for himself on this, 


"The ANC has never at 
hiscory advocated a 
the economic structure of the 

has it seeeseever comdoaned 
society." (Froo Mandela’s trial spe: 


of its 
change in 
country, nor 
capitalise 
ech 1964) 


any period 
revolutionary 


One thing which Nandela has stated since his 


release {s his continued commitment to the 
nationalisation of the mines, banks and large 
Industries,  Nationalisation, as Engels 
pointed out over a century ago, does not 


alter the capitalist nature of production or 


the laws of capitalism as {s now clear from 
the crisis in the Russian empire. It 1s 
simply the introduction of state capitalisn 


and is not a gain for the working class. In 
fact the ANC“s objectives have nothing to do 
vith the working class“s interests, they are 
to use the pover of 


the state to foster a 
black capitalist class. This {s precisely 
what the Afrikaner nationalist party 
accespted to do in the 1930°s and succeeded 


in doing after its victory in 1948. The 
Afrikaner petty bourgeoisie used the state as 
a vehicle to enable it to accumulate capital 
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and thus to becone a fully fledged section of 
the South African capitalist class. Ic is 
precisely this which the ANC proposes. Again 
we let Mandela speak for himself, 


“The break-up and democratisation of these 
sonopolies vill open up fresh fields for the 
developnent of prosperous, non-European 
bourgeois class. For the first tine in the 
history of this country, the non-European 
bourgeoisie will have the opportunity to ovn, 
in their om name and right, mills and 
factories, and trade and private enterprise 
WiLL boos and flourish as never before." 


(Mandela “In our 1ifetime” 1956 
"No easy walk to freedoa" 
1965) 


reprinted in 
R Firat (Ed) 


4 


Thus the natfonalisations propo: 
Freedon Charter, even if they were carried 
out, and doubc ‘has been cast on this by 
Mandela“s millionaire friend Richard Mapony: 
Would not benefit the working cla 
Mandela“s task is to save South African 
capitalina and as workers worldwide know this 
means sacrifices and worse conditions for 
thea. 


in the 


SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS 


South African workers have no interest in 
Placing themselves in the infantry of the 
African nationalists, Todays nationalists are 
tonorrou"s bosses. The way forvard is tor 
vorkers to continue their ovn clase struggl 
for the ending of apartheid and for 
pay and conditions; to unity and ex: 
struggles independently of any negotiations 
the regise may have with the Afric 
nationalists. This struggle should give 
itself the longer tera ais of overthroving 
capitalisa and building a communist society. 
The first step on this road is the creation 
of a political organisation of the cost 
conscfous vorkere fighting only for che 
interests of the working class. The 
emancipation of the South African working 
class {5 the task of the workers themselves. 
Av elsevhere in the world the talk of 
democracy and national independence is no 
ore than a diversion to create a new forn of 


slavery for the working class. The release 
of Mandela and his courting by Western 
imperialis should already have sade th. 
ne abundantly clear. 


South Africa 


MORE CARNAGE FOR 


CAPITALISM 


In the months of July to September over 800 
people were killed in the Johannesburg area of 
South Africa, the Reef, in so called “black on 
black” fighting. This fighting was an extension 
of the battles in Natal province which in the last 
5 years have claimed 4000 lives. Such butchery 
is on a scale comparable with that in the Lebanon, 
yet it is occurring in a country with a strong 
central government and a ruthlessly efficient 
police and military. Why is this? 


A Settlement to save South African 
Capitalism 


As we showed in WV 51 the 80's had proved the 
economic and political bankruptcy of apartheid. 
Apartheid was of no further use to capitalism, 
rather it was an obstacle in the path of profits and 
accumulation and so it had to go. It is for this 
reason that the ANC has been legitimised and its 
leaders, who professed undying loyalty to capi- 
talism, released from gaol, We also pointed out, 
however, that the path towards a “democratic” 
capitalism in SA was a highly dangerous one 
containing the possibility of descent into chaos 
and civil war. ‘The barbaric slaughter on the reef 
in battles between the ANC and Inkatha is a 
confirmation of this danger. 


Inkatha 


Like the ANC Inkatha is a capitalist organisation 
buta more reactionary one, It was founded in the 
70's as a cultural organisation to preserve Zulu 
customs, ie it was exclusively Zulu and nation- 
alist. It was unashamedly pro-free enterprise 
supporting the free market and aimed to build up 
a Zulu capitalist class. {ts leader, Chief Buthelezi, 
who is the government appointed chief minister 
of the Zulu homeland of Kwa Zulu has attempted 
to make the movement THE national movement 
of SA’s 7 million Zulus. Approximately 5 mil- 
Jion Zulus live in Kwa Zulu, an area about three 
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times the size of Lebanon, which is 
poverty-stricken and where illiteracy is the norm. 
Buthelezi controls the budget, almost entirely 
funded by Pretoria, and the administration of this 
territory. Of particular importance in ensuring 
Inkatha’s dominance are the dreaded Kwa Zulu 
Police (KZP) who, of course, are trained armed 
and supported by their comrades in arms, the 
South African Police (SAP). In rural areas local 
chiefs, loyal to Inkatha are appointed who in tum 
appoint pro-Inkatha “Indunas” or headmen un- 
der them, These people are able to levy local 
taxes and, in cooperation with the KZP, arm their 
followers and become virtual war lords in their 
own areas. They operate a reign of terror and 
carry out murder after murder with impunit 
Much of Inkatha’s membership has been recruited 
by such people at gunpoint. 


White Nationalists 


The South African regime used Inkatha as a 
bulwark against the ANC/UDF unionisation of 
workers in Natal, Inkatha attempted to start its 
own union, UWUSA, whose job was to supply 
scabs during strikes and attempt to keep Zulu 
workers under Inkatha control. It was in the 
picket line battles in Natal in 1985 that the first 
flames of the violence were kindled. Unlike the 
latest fighting these battles were not tribal. they 
were Zulu against Zulu. In the late 80's the 
regime saw the ANC as the principal enemy so 
Inkatha was given police arms and protection 


De Klerk’s moves towards a settlement mean 
that attempts to annihilate the ANC have been 
abandoned; however attempts to weaken it have 
not, If Inkatha can be brought into the negotia- 
tions as a Zulu voice on an equal footing to the 
ANC then a constitution more favourable to 
group rights, group democracy and all the other 
famous ideas of avoiding universal sufferage on 
common roll, are more likely to be agreed. De 


Klerk therefore supports the violence to a degree 
and this is why he will not sack his law and order 
minister Vlok, as Nelson Mandela advises, In 
doing this, however, De Klerk is treading a 
dangerous path as there are also sections of the 
white population who have an interest in simply 
encouraging further chaos and bloodshed in or- 
der to discredit the reforms and return to old-style 
apartheid. There can be little doubt that sections 
of the police are actually doing this. Not only is 
Inkatha being armed and supported but some 
whites are also taking part in their raids, It has 
recently been reported that whites with blackened 
faces have been killed during Inkatha raids and 
the bodies spirited away by the South African 
Police. Such a descent into chaos threatens De 
Klerk’s attempts to stabilise the situation and 
attract international capital to the country. When 
140 people are killed in a single night or when 26 
are butchered on a train in Johannesburg in broad 
daylight and when no attempt is made to arrest 
those responsible, international capital is scared 
off. 


Inkatha Gains 


‘The recent fighting on the reef appears to have 
started with a week of action called by the ANC 
against Inkatha. A stayaway from work was 
organised on the 2nd July and the demands for 
the dismantling of the KZP and the arrest of 
Inkatha warlords were raised, The Zulu workers 
on the reef are mostly migrant workers living in 
hostels, They endure appalling conditions be- 
cause this is the only way they ean support their 
families in Kwa Zulu. There was immediate 
picket line violence as Zulu workers ignored the 
stayaway, Inkatha with the help of the police had 
lie difficulty in presenting the ANC’s campaign 
as an attack on Zulus and the Zulu nation, and 
after the first 50 people had been killed this is 
what it became, Zulus were stoned and burned 
because being Zulu made them suspected Inkatha 
sympathisers, and conversely Xhosas, who 
dominate the ANC leadership, were killed by 
Zulus for being Xhosa, 


The Zulus proved the stronger force and the 
ANC had the humiliation of calling on the South 
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African amy to protect the townships. This was 
precisely the opposite of their previous demands 
for the removal of the army and the ending of the 
state of emergency. The army has returned 
unleashing operation “Iron Fist” which consists 
of curfews, road blocks, house searches and 
further repression, The ANC has also had to 
backtrack on its refusal to meet the Inkatha 
leadership and at the end of October the ANC 
proposed a meeting betwen Mandela and 
Buthelezi. All this has been a setback for the 
ANC and could lose it support among the 
township youth. It has not however, been a 
betrayal, as some claim, since both organisations 
support the same fundamental interests, those of 
capitalism and these interests have never been in 
question, 


Workers’ Interests. 


As we said in Workers Voice No 51:~ 


South African workers have no interest in 
placing themselves in the infantry of the 
African Nationalists. 


Unfortunately this is what has occurred. The 800 
dead were almost exclusively workers and the 
fighting was between two capitalist factions both 
of whom have no interest whatsoever in the 
welfare of the working class. Workers in South 
Africa should continue the struggle for their own 
interests of pay, conditions and the ending of 
apartheid and refuse to be drawn into the bloo 
feuds of the future bosses of South African 
capitalism. It is vital that communists in South 
Africa form a political organisation capable of 
denouncing both the ANC and Inkatha and 
voicing the interests of the South African working 
class. 


Apartheid to Go: 
Capitalism to Stay 


‘The announcement by the South African 
President, FW. de Klerk on Ist February that 
three more of the central pillars of apartheid 
are to be scrapped is a continuation of the 
South African capitalists” strategy of ending 
apartheid to save capitalism. As we have 
shown in previous editions of the paper (sce 
Workers’ Voice $1 and S4) apartheid has be- 
come a threat to the very existence of South 
African capitalism itself, Just as democracy 
was "conceded" in the nineteenth century to 
European workers to ideologically undermine 
their struggle against Europe's capitalists now 
the South African capitalists, spearheaded by 
the multinational bosses want to do the same 
thing. Conceding political “freedom” masks 
the economic and social prison which work- 
ers face under capitalism, Apartheid thus has 
to go and a more democratic system of capi- 
talist exploitation has to be introduced in its 
place. 


Whilstthe multinationals hope o benefit from 
1 more pliant workforce, the removal of the 
Jaws in question will principally benefit black 

talists, and after their repeal the barriers 
to the development of black capitalists and 
their businesses will be removed. They will 
now have the same rights and privileges as 
white capitalists. This is the real meaning of 
the abolition of the Group Areas Act and the 
Race Classification Act. Both acts were passed 
in 1950 when the Afrikaner nationalist gov- 
teriment was consolidating the system of ex- 
ploitation based on cheap migrant labour, In 
those days the idea of a black capitalist class 
‘was anathema to the Nationalists. Afrikaner 
capitalism was then in its infancy and saw its 
interests as being in the continued use of « 
system of cheap, colonial-style, unskilled la- 
our, When the “classical” imperialist pow- 
ers like Britain and France, under pressure 
from the USA, were abandoning colonialism 
for more subtle imperialist methods the Afri- 
kaner bourgeoisie were developing their own 
form of it. The rise ofa black bourgeoisie was 
seen by them as a competitive threat which 
would undermine the whole system. The 
political forces which supported therise of the 
black capitalist class such as the ANC, the 
South African Communist Party and the Lib- 
erals were banned and silenced. These laws 
were aimed at keeping the African peoples 
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solely as a proletariat, and their stupidity, 
even in capitalist terms, which the liberals 
clearly pointed outat the time, has been amply 
demonstrated in the intervening years. 


The Land Act, which is the third act to be 
abolished, forbids Africans - who make up 
80% of the population - to own land in all but 


about 10% of the country, This act actually 


dates from a much earlier period and was 
passed in 1913, Its purpose was similar to that 
of the enclosure of the common lands in 
England in the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, Itwas to drive subsistence farmers 
off the land and force them to become wage 
Jabourers. Capital was unable to establish 
itself without this wage labour and the Land 
‘Act was aimed at creating the landless prole- 
tarians which South African capitalisin re- 
quired, The three decades following the en- 
acting of this law saw the almost total elimi- 
nation of African farmers owning their own 
land and catde, Italso eliminated those farm- 
ing land owned by whites on the sharecrop- 
ping basis known as the “on-the-half” systern 
in which half the harvest went as rent to the 
white landowner. ‘These people too were 
transformed into wage labourers and the 7.3% 
of the land then “reserved” for Africans be- 
came the reservoirs of labour for factories, 
farms and mines. This act has long since 
achieved its purpose. Ithas created the prole- 
tariat, To abolish it now will introduce a 
minor safety valve for some blacks to become. 
farmers or for the existing black bourgeoisie 
(ie ANC leaders and backers) to buy houses 
in hitherto restricted “white” areas 


As far as the working class is concerned the 
rescinding of these laws will not make a great 
deal of difference (police harassment under 
them has been almost stopped). ‘The new 
freedoms are essentially only for those who 
already own capital. 


Class Struggle not National Struggle 


Now that the South African capitalist class 
has started to reform South African cspital- 
ism it cannot tum back. They clearly hope 
thattheiracceptance of the black capitalistsas 
<class brothers and sisters will also buy off the 
black working class, stabilise the situation 


and encourage foreign capital to return to the 
country. There is some justification for this 
optimism. Up to now the ANC has been 
largely successful in channelling the struggle 
against capitalism into black nationalism, 

Mandela has not been praised and feted by the 
international capitalist press for nothing. But 
it will not be so easy for the ANC to preserve, 
this myth once it becomes clear that little will 
change for the workers, Of course there will 
be radical splinters from the ANC which will 
continue to represent black nationalism as 
black class interests, South African workers 
will have toresist thisand recognise that there 
only hope of a better future lies as one of the 
bttalionsin the international lassarmy which 
confronts capitalism everywhere. 


Who Will 


Exploit the 


Workers? 


The so-called “Inkathagate scandal which 
came to light in July and August reveals the 
brutality of the struggle between the South 
African capitalist factions over who will 
exploit the South African workers in future, 


“Workers” Voice” has consistently miintained 
that the violence in Natal from 1986 on and 
the more recent butchery on the reef have 
been sustained by the regime. Itis now freely 
admitted that the regime has organised camage 
on a massive scale by training, arming and 
organising death squads and gangs of Inkatha 
wartiors. As some of those hired to do the 
butchery begin to spill the beans it is becoming 
clear that a campaign on such a scale must 
have the blessing of the government and it 
not the work of a handful of die-hard white 
racists. {tis now also clear that government 
funds have been going to {nkatha and 
particularly to its trade union, UWUSA, on 
stich a scale that this must have been authorised 
at cabinet level. What are the real issues 
behind this violence? 


Capitalist Factions 


‘The dsiving force behind the changes in South 
Africa, as we have frequently pointed out. is, 
South African capitalism's need for higher 
profits which requires foreign capital 
investment. This in tum demands social 
stability and a political settlement. Since 
apartheid can no longer guarantee these 


conditions and therefore those profits the 
factions that supported apartheid were of no 
further use for South African capitalism. Their 
historical role was played out and those 
factions opposing apartheid were now 
‘essential, Hence the rapid liberalisation ofthe 
Afrikaner National Party and the unbanning 
of the African nationalists and their fellow- 
travellers. However, although all of these 
factions are now in favour of a “non-racial 
bourgeois democratic” South Africa, there 
remain deadly rivalries between them. 


The Afrikaner nationalists wish to entrench 
their privileges. ‘This demands that the new 
constitution is drawn up by therm and voted on 
by the present white minority electorate of 
approximately 4 millions. After a "yes" vote 
in a referendum this constitution could be 
imposed by the present regime. The recent 
constitutional proposals of De Klerk put to the 
National Purty congress in Bloemfontein 
dicate the type of constitution the regime 
has in mind, {tis one sufficiently weighted in 
favour of the minorities and property-owners 
to give them a power of veto thus ensuring 
that the privileges of the present ruling faction 
persist. Clearly these constitutional proposals 
would have to be given some son of assent by 
‘he 30 million African majority. The Afrikaner 
nationalists hope that this could be dane by’ a 
constitutional conference in which homeland 
Jeaders, who are appointed and paid by the 
regime, Asian and mixed race leaders and 
whites could outvote the Aftican nationalists. 


“The African nationalists for theie part wish to 
use the state as a vehicle to build up the class 
of black capitalists. Such a process will erode 
the privileges of the white petty bourgeoisie 
and brings them into direct conflict with the 
Afrikaner nationalists. However since the 
blacks are in the overwhelming majority this 
does not require cooking up any complicated 
and ridicvlous constitutions. Consequent!y 
the ANC favour an elected constitutional 
assembly to draft the constitution, and an 
interim government to govern the country 
until the constitution is implemented. 


‘The weakness in the Aftikaner nationalists 
scheme is getting some support of African 
support. The campaign of terror is designed 
to achieve this support. It is hoped that 
relentless violence will fragment the support 
for the ANC and, more coneretely, divide the 
biacks along tribal lines so that a settlement. 
any settlement, even one dictated by the 
Afrikaner nationalists, would be preferable 
than the continuing mayhem and massacres. 
Government agents such as Buthelezi, the 
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Kwa Zulu homeland leader and his Inkatha 
organisation are vital to this scheme, hence 
the massive support which he bas been given, 


‘The campaign of violence however is also 
preventing capital investment from abroad 
despite the lifting of U.S. sanctions by Bush. 
It has been estimated that an investment of 
£20 billions is required annually to revive the 
economy ravaged by’ sanctions and the world 
capitalist crisis of accumulation, It was to get 
this investment that the white capitalists of 
South Africa pushed to get rid of apartheid in 
the first place, Consequently these important 
sections of South African capitalism do not 
support the De Klerk strategy 


The ANC by contrast, is making itself more 
attractive to these sections of the “white 
First, at its July 
Congress it made its previous commitment to 
the nationalisation of the banks and miners 
even more vague and distant. The collapse of 
the Soviet Empire his undermined those in 
the ANC who wanted a comimand-style 
economy thus making it easy for Mandela to 
shift the emphasis of the ANC programme. 
Secondly, and not unconnectedly, the ANC is 
attempting to attract international eapital. An 
example of this was the setting up of the 
Development Bank of Southern Africa in 
New York in June following a visit by Nelson 
Mandela in which he talked to some of those 
involved. The bank which is spearheaded! by 
the Rockerfeller Foundation is to channel 
USS. capital into a post-apartheid South Africa 
Its programme, which was sent to the ANC 
for approval, says support will be given to 
development projects committed to “economic 
literalism and the growth of the private sector" 

Ivis no wonder the ANC's East European 
comnmand-siyle policies of the 1955 Freedom 
Charter are being quietly forgotten. South 
Alrican state capitalism will not greatly change 
with the ending of apartheid and the 
establishment of so-called “majority 
goverment. 11 will in fact be the nule of a 
minority of white and black capitalists over 
the working class of every colour or group. 


business community”. 


No Change for the South African 
Workers 


Clearly the battles being fought between all 
the warring groups are ones between different 
factions of the capitalist class. There is no 
profetarian or working class content in any of 
them. A victory for the ANC would not 
benefit the black working class just as the 
ZANU victory in what used to be called 


Rhodesia did not benefit the Zimbabwean 
workers. This is because the ANC is 
committed to capitalism (and always has been) 
and the continued exploitation of the working 
class. Itis on the backs of the South African 
workers that the leaders of the ANC and the 
rising African capitalist class will enrich 
themselves, Already the ANC leadership is 
sharing the privileges of the South African 
bosses (e.g. ex-ANC President Oliver Tambo 
recently moved into a3.5 million Rand house 
next door to the financial director of Anglo: 
American), The tragedy is that whilst these 
parasites wallow in luxury workers are on the 
streets killing each other’ because of the 
manovevring for power of the capitalist 
factions, The fact that it keeps the working 
class divided by racial and national allegiances 
perfectly suits their game. It will make itall 
the easier to extort more surplus value from 
them jn the new capitalist disorder that is 
called South Africa. 


South Africa after the Referen 


dum 


BLACK BOSSES 
CLOSER TO 
POWER 

NO CHANGE 
FOR THE 
WORKERS 
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‘The massive vote for reform in the March 
referendum should not have surprised anyone. 
“The real issue to be decided was whether the 
black African bourgeoisie should be given a 
share of political power, South African 
capitalism together with Western imperialism 
required a decisive “Yes” vote, and when 
capitalism has decisive needs it finds means 
of securing the right votes from the working 
class, The South African bosses all contributed 
massive funds to the “Yes” campaign as the 
‘only answer which might revive South African 
capitalism. The “No” camp was portrayed as 
fan absurd anachronism in the media. 
Capitalisin needs to bring the black bosses 
into the circle of the ruling elite because it 
knows that without them the explosive social 
situation could not be brought under control 

Without them South African industry cannot 


Sy; 
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be restructured and without these things 
foreign capital could not be secured for the 
investment that is so desperately needed, For 
South African capital the Mandelas, Tambos 
‘and Mbekes have a vital role to play and the 
sooner they are brought to the centre of the 
stage the better. 


In winning this referendum De Klerk has 
jumped several hurdles at one leap. The most 
important of these is that the referendum can 
be presented as the mandate for a binding 
constitutional deal with the African 
nationalists. This means that there is no need 
for a future whites-only referendum on the 
new constitution. Secondly, he has 
marginalised his right wing opponents, and 
thirdly he has now achieved a free hand to end 
the policy of internal destabilisation carried 
‘out by the police and military. This allows 
closer cooperation with the ANC and the 
dumping of Inkatha. Maes along these lines 
have been evident since the referendum and 
even tentative moves to purge the police and 
military have been started. For example, a 
white commander who ordered the massacre 
of ANC mourners at a funeral as part of the 
policy of support for Inkatha has been 
sentenced to death, More details of the 
operation of military training camps for 
Inkatha killers run by the army and the 
notorious death squads are slowly coming to 
light, These are, of course, implicating senior 
government and anny figures, but clearly De 
Klerk feels that these people can be sacrificed, 
Meanwhile 5 white MPs have joined the ANC 
siving it a voice in the white parliament 


As the move to bring the African nationalists 
to power proceeds they too are marginalising 
their radical elements, This is the real meaning 
of Mandela's break with his wife Winnie, 
Who still has a following amongst-the more 
radical rank and file ANC members. Its also 
the reason behind Mandela's downgrading of 
the ANC’s commitment to nationalisation of 
the key sectors of the South African economy. 


Condition of the Working Class 


‘The condition of the black African working 
class is appalling and is constantly 
deteriorating. Le Monde Diplomatique reports 
that overall 47% of the active population is 
unemployed, and that income per head has 
fallen 1.5% each year since 1981. Coupled 
‘with inflation of around 20%, no social security 
and the massive disruption of families and 
social patterns created by apartheid the social 
situation is explosive. More vulnerable 
sections of the population are on the brink of 
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starvation, particulary the elderly and children 
are often simply abandoned by destitute 
‘mothers, Levels of crime have long exceeded 
those of the worst US cities and the police 
have given up trying to enforce the law in 
‘many areas. These things are a consequence 
‘of both the global crisis of capitalism and the 
particular idiocies of aparth 


‘The global aspect of the crisis is reflected in 
the general decline in the whole of the southern 
African region. Countries which have 
appeared stable for years, such as Malawi and 
Zaire have been torn apart by strikes, riots and 
mutinies, In Malawi the first strikes for thiny 
years have just taken place (see p, 2 of this 
issue). These two countries also suffer from 
the fact that they are no longer of strategic 
importance to Western imperialism since the 
ex-USSR's African ambitions in Angola and 
Mozambique have long since collapsed, Now 
loans and sources of economic support are 
drying up and the West has just realised that 
these countries are not democracies! Within 
Mozambique and Angola the situation bas 
been made worse by’ the guerilla wars for 
which the West and particularly South Africa 
are directly responsible. Throughout the region 
there is also a severe drought and the 
combination of these factors is resulting in 
hundreds of thousands of deaths in 
Mozambique and floods of refugees to the 
surrounding countries including South Africa 
‘The misery inflicted upon them by South 
‘Africa dees not end there. Many Mozambiquan 
women are sold as concubines for less than 
£40 to the black bourgeoisie whilst the white 
farmers take those that ean work as slaves, If 
they complain of the lack of wages they are 
immediately handed over to the police for 
deportation back to Mozambique. 


Democracy to the Rescue 


‘The bosses aim to save the day by introducing 
bourgeois democracy and getting the black 
bosses up front to defuse the situation whilst 
litle in fact will socially change. Already the 
press is full of talk about the need to dampen 
down the expectations Africans hold out for 
the future. In plain language that means that 
nothing will change with the introduction of 
democracy All that will change is that the 
workers will have voted for their oppressors, 
who will be in a position to then impose 
restructuring, which for the working class 
‘means increased productivity, redundancies 
and further hardship, with a “mandate” from 
the people. The workers’ position will in fact 
be worse. 


Unfortunately the working class in South 
Africa and elsewhere, e.g, Malawi, appears to 
be taken in, at least for the present. by the 
democratic charade. Democracy has given 
nothing to the European and American 
working classes but it will give the bosses 
time and politics space. South African 
workers should not be deflected from their 
own programme as apartheid’s collapse 
dominates the agenda, Workers should 
continue to fight on the economic front for 
better wages and conditions and against 
redundancies. Here they will immediately 
come into conflict with the ANC-dominated 
Unions. These wil call more and more openty 
for Workers to give the ANC a chance, be 
patient and even make sacrifices for the “good 
of the country”, All this shit has been heard 
before. South African workers will have to 
break with the millionaire businessmen who 
fund the nationalists and with their henchmen 
in the trades unions. With the collapse of 
apartheid the real class struggle can begin. 


Workers Strike 


for Bosses 


D d Aug 
emands 
Ineafly August South African workers staged 93 


the largest strikes in the country’s history. 
Between three and four million workers struck 
inva general strike for two day's despite massive 
intimidation and threats of violence from 
Government and police gangs of killers. The 
fact that this occurred indicates the high tevel 
of militancy on the part of the workers and 
theit determination to better their conditions 
and win concessions from their bosses. The 
strike was called at a time when there were 
already bitter and prolonged strikes in various 
sectors of the economy, particularly the motor 
and health sectors where mass sackings had 
been the order of the day 


Despite the strike was turned from being a 
vebiele for the defence of class interests into 
being a defence of the interests of the black 
bosses of the African Nationalist Congress. 
Instead of a struggle for the defence of wages 


and working conditions the strike became a 
demonstration of support for the negotiating 
position of the ANC and an attempt to win 
concessions from the white bosses in the 
current negotiations to cook up a new non- 
racial capitalist order. 


From the start the ANC tried to limit and 
control the strike and in this they were largely 
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_ demands wer 


successful. AC first a week long strike was 
planned but the main union COSATU offered 
to limit it to two days if certain concession 
‘were made by the white bosses, such as closing 
their factories. Despite the fact that many of 
the white bosses support the African 
nationalists they were not prepared to lose 
to days profit. When the concessions were 
refused COSATU limited the strike to two 
's anyway and gave the bosses plenty of 
g- They further ensured that no class 
s were raised, such as the obvious one 
for re-instatement of workers sacked in the car 
factories, When the strike passed off peacefully 
and caused limited disruption the African 
nationalists were delighted at their success in 
controlling it and congratulating themselves afl 
round. 


‘The realty bebind what has happened is that the 
workers have been tricked into becoming the 
infantry of the rising African capitalist class as 
they struggle for political power. The workers 
struggle has been used as a force to intimidate the 
Government into making further concessions 
which could re-open negotiations to install this 
class in power, Once they are in power they’ will 
be forced to hold down wages and the living 
conditions of the workers just as viciously as 
their white colleagues do at present. Already 
they openly talk of disillusioning the workers of 
their rising expectations and the need for 
sacrifices. The African capitalists cannot h 
the workers since their aim isto live off the 
surplus value created by them. The workers 
only road to a better future isto struggle 
against both black and white capitalists for 
their own class interests. In the context of 
this strike this means that the workers 
would have taken control of the strike 
themselves instead of awaiting the 
leadership of the ANC union federation 
COSATU. In which case they would have 
been able to impose their own demands for 
better wages and conditions. Such demands 
are not compatible with a South African 
capitalism in erisis (whoever runs it) and 
‘would have launched the workers on couse 

to establishing their own programme. 


A Step Towards 


Nonracial 
_Exploitation | 


In mid-February the South African govern- 
‘ment and the ANC agreed to draft proposals for 
a transitional government, a timetable for its 
implementation and the resumption of the 
constitutional conference (Codesa), Workers’ 
Voice has consistently argued that the interests 
of capitalism demanded the death of apartheid 
and the institution of nonracial bourgeois 
democracy. Although the process has been a 
drawn out and messy one, the recent events are 
a further confirmation that itis the needs of 
capitatism which are the motor force behind 
developments, and that the major players in this 
development are capitalist factions. 


The Codesa talks were deadlocked from 
May "92 because the capitalist faction 
represented by the Nationalist Party and the SA 

jovernment demanded a veto for whites in the 
future constitution, This was irreconcilable 
‘with the position of the other major capitalist 
faction, the ANC. The breakdown of the talks 
was followed by 9 months in which both 
factions bave tried to strengthen their position 
outside the talks. The government stepped vp 
its campaign of murder and mayhem designed 
to demoralise the ANC supporters into accepting 
any deal which would end the range, This 
culminated in the Boipathong massacre of 
June "92. After this the ANC formally broke 
off the talks and launched a series of protests, 
the most significant being a 2-day general 
strike in early August in, which 3.5 million 
workers took part, This strike was too short co 
seriously embarrass SA capital. It was not 
designed as a class response to clas 
was a controlled warning by the AN 
government of its ability to mobilise black 
workers for its capitalist ends and as such it was 
successful. Other protests were fairly 
ineffectual. It was, however, the continuing 
economic crisis and social breakdown which 
forced compromise and resumption ofthe talks. 


From the reports which we have it appears that 

as we predicted. the ANC which has gained 
most from the 9 months breakdown of the talks. 
“There appear now to be no demands for a white 
veto, only an agreement for a transitional 
government to remain in power for five years 
While an elected assembly drafts a new 
constitution. As predicted in WV61, De Klerk 
thas had to abandon his stpport forthe programme 
of massacres which the regime was pursuing 
with such enthusiasm, A start has been made 
to clearing out the top ranking butchers from 
the military and police and the rug is being 
pulled from under Buthelezi and the Inkatha 
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thugs, who are now clearly visible as creatures 
of the regime. At the same time Mandela has 
qualified the ANC’s programme of 
nationalisation of the mines and other capital, 
a programme clearly unacceptable to Western 
capitalism as a whole, to the point where these 
things are simply nat on the agenda. Also 

shave been wamed of the need to limit 
their expectations of better conditions after the 
institution of bourgeois democracy. i.e., 
capitalist exploitation will continue just as 
savagely. 


Western Imperialism, 


South Afiica i stil country with vita interests 
for Wester capitalism which needs to continue 
exploiting its minerals and its labour. Now that 
Russian imperialism has been eliminated from 
the area, Western imperialism is free to dictare 
a settlement and it is Western imperialism 
which is the determining force behind the 
moves towards settlement in this part of Afiica. 
‘The principal events of the last few years such 
as the Namibian settlement, the moves towards 
settlement in Mozambique, the Angolan 
elections and the recent denunciation by the US 
of its creation, UNITA, and the impending 
changes in Zaire all show the hand of Westem 
imperialism moulding the area to its needs. 
‘These needs are nonracial capitalism with 
efficient and cheap client governments 
administering the area tothe dictates of the IMF 
for the benefit of Western imperialism as a 
whole. The intervention in Somalia stands as 
a waming that direct intervention elsewhere in 
Africa to protect Western capital is a distinct 
possibility. In South Africa itis clear what is 
Fequired and the major players are leaming to 
dance to this tune, despite the ideological 
somersaults they are having (o perform, 


Working Class Opposition 


‘As we have documented in previous articles 
conditions for the working class ae atrocious. 
Neither international capitalism nor the local 
factions such as the ANC have any interest in 
or intention of changing this. South African 
‘workers need to unite, both black and which, 
and oppose all factions of capitalism. They need 
to struggle for better wages and conditions 
against the common enemy. Itis particularly 
important for black workers to break with the 
ANC and take the road to class polities. 


South Africa after the Hani Murder 


The ANC - The | 


Shield of South @, 
African Capitalism 


The murder of Chris Hani, a leading member 
of the South African Communist Party and one- 
time head of the ANC guerrilla organisation, 
has once again created a major crisis for the 
apartheid regime in South Africa. It seems 
likely that this was the intention of the murder- 
ers. Those accused are connected to the fascist 
AWB of Eugene Terre Blanche and the extreme 
right wing of the ultra-racist Conservative 
Party, although the role of the South African 
securily Forces has yet to be explained. For years 
the ultra-right have been systematically out 
noeuvred by the National Party led by President 
De Klerk for years and this is an act intended 
to disrupt the slow process towards a power- 
sharing system between the ex-colonial white 
minority and the black majority. Plunging that 
process into chaos is their best bet of avoiding 
black majority rule. 


Conditions of the Majority 


Amazingly the black supporters of the ANC 
have shown considerable restraint. Wis true that 
Mandela was booed by the youth element in the 
ANC when demanding calm, and itis true that 
there have been some riots. However the scale 
of these has been relatively small. The death- 
toll (some 28 people) in the week of Hani’s 
feral has largely been down to the indescrib- 
able brutality of the South African police 
against black demonstrators. It is also lower 
than the normal weekly average. 


“This restraint is all the more amazing when we 
remeniber that, for all the talk, the situation of 
the blacks in South Alricais worse than ten Years 
ago. Black workers sill earn only an eighth of 
white workers and unemployment in the to 
ships has risen to alrmost 50%. Income per head 
has fallen 1.5% every year since 1981. As 
inflation is around 20% and there is no system 
of social security the situation is explosive. 
However the South African state has not beer 
slow to channel anger into conflicts it can cope 
with. State funds and state agents have created 
a mini-civil war between the poorest workers, 
pitting Xhosa against Zulu, ANC members 
against the followers of Inkatha. If the blacks 
fight each other they won't fight the system 


ANC to the Rescue 


But the best defence of South African capital- 
ism is the ANC. For years the US and British- 
based multinationals, in their aim of maintaining 
stability for their investments have been push- 
ing for an end to apartheid, Their preferred 


candidate has been Mandela, After the murder 
of Hani it was Mandela, not De Klerk, who 
cailed for calm. Whilst De Klerk didn't bother 
to come back from his holidays, Mandela 
insisted on making two broadcasts for peace 
6on South African'TV on the day of Hanis death. 


Now is the time for all South Africans 10 sane 
‘ogether against those who, from any quarter, wish 
to destroy what Chris Hani gave his life for «the 
freedom of al of us. 

Financial Times 19.4,93 


ANC marshals on the streets have largely kept 
the angriest ofthe youth in check. This his been 
therole ofthe ANC since long before Mandela's 
release three years ago. The African National 
‘Congress is in realty the movernent of the South 
‘African black bourgeoisie. Its leaders no longer 
live in the townships but in previously: white 
suburbs like Boksburg where Hani was gunned 
down outside bis home. There are now black 
millionaires who finance the ANC and supply 
Mandela with a wealthy life-style, As the CWO 
hhas argued for almost twenty years the ending 
of apartheid will only marginally improve the 
civic status of blacks, It will not end their 

exploitation and poverty. In fact the ANC's 

democratic programme for blacks is essential 
to maintain the capitalist state in South Africa. 

As the Financial Times concluded 


The expectation that talks, due to resume soon, will 
seta date for elections, was a vital safety valve. 


Ina editorial on 19th April, 1993, 


It will change nothing for the working class in 
South Africa which must develop its own 
programme, As we wrote only last year, 


South African workers should not be diverted from 
their own programme as apartheid’s collapse 
dominates the agenda, Workers should continue to 
‘Sight on the economic front for better wages and 
‘conditions and against redundancies, Here they 
Will immediately come into conflict with the ANC 
dominated unions, These will call mare and more 
‘openly for workers to give the ANC a chance, be 
patient and even make sacrifices forthe “good of 
the country”, AU thi shit has been heard before. 
South African workers will have to breok with the 
‘millionaire businessmen who fund the nationalists 
‘and ther henchmen in the trades unions. With the 
collapse of apartheid the real class struggle can 
begi 

Black Bosses Closer to Power — No Change 

for the Workers Workers” Voice 61, p3) 


DEMOCRACY AND 
PROLETARIAN 


MASSACRES 


While the moves towards a settlement in South 
Africa continue the violence aimed at preventing 
such a setlement escalates. On the one hand the 
progress towards an election continues with 
almost indecent haste, and the reason is clearly 
that the situation of both the Government and 
the ANC is becoming extremely difficult. For 
the ANC the seale of violence has made its calls 
for peace, restraint, mceleration, patience and so 
forth almost incredible. In the week after the 
yeace demonstration of 2 September, 100 people 
were killed, in August 550 were killed and in 
the last 3 years 10500 have died, Escalating 
bloodshed is strenathening the hand of the more 
radical elements who openly call for ending the 
constitutional talks and carrying the war into the 
white hearlands. Their ery of "No peace, no 
peace” and even the Pan African Congress 
slogan of "One settler one bullet” has been heard 
on ANC demonstrations since the military 
leader Chris Hani was gunned down. The ANC 
Jeadership bluntly informed the government 
that unless an election date was fixed they could 
"lose control” oftheir supporters in the townships. 
Similarly the comparatively minor massacres, 
‘of whites coupled with an unprecented 
breakdown of law and order have produced a 
steady haemorrhage of support for the Nationalist 
Government. The formation of the right w 
umbrella organisation the Volksfiont isa further 
threat 


For both the ANC and the Nationalists the sooner 
the election the better, for the sooner iti the less 
suppor they will lose, The agreement of a date 
for the elections of 27 April 1994 and the 
‘agreement on the constitution of the Transitional 
Executive Committee (TEC) are both 
achievements which indicate that the imomentum 
to the election continues. These achievements 
are at the expense of great concessions on the 
part of the ANC. It appears that some sort of 
power sharing with the Nationalists is envisaged 
Until the end of the century and binding conditions 
providing a framework forthe future constitution 
Will be laid down before the election. The TEC 
which was supposed to guarantee the faimess 
of the election by limiting the atrocities of the 
ce and army requires such large majorities 
tu override a government decision as to be 
Virtually powerless. For the Nationalists, their 
entire programme since 1990 amounts to a 
complete repudiation ofall they have stood for 
since 1912 and the adoption of the platform of 
the opposition. It is not surprising they feel 
vulnerable, rather it is a measure of the desperate 
situation of SA capitalism that they have been 
able to do this at all. However, as the CWO has 
continually pointed out itis the ANC and the 
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Nationalists who represent the mainstream 
interests of capitalism, 


‘The right wing parties and Inkatha withdrew 
from the constitutional talks once an election 
date was fixed. They are conscious that an 
election will reveal the marginal nature of their 
support and they demand that their sims are 
guaranteed in advance of the drafting of any 
future constitution. These sims amount to 2 
Separate Afrikaner republic in the case of the 
Alrikaner right, anda loose federation in which 
Inkatha and Chief Buthelezi retain power over 
Kwa Zulu, in the case of Inkatha, Such demands 
Which are essentially a continuation of apartheid 
and the further Balkanisation of the country 
come from elements of the petit bourgeoisie and 
certainly are not in the interests of industrial 
capitalism. Industrial capital requires 
reineorporation of the existing home 
‘unitary state guaranteeing stable cons 
capitalist exploitation - precisely the policies of 
the ANC. 


Violence 


‘White iis clear thatthe aims of the right wing 
ave not achievable, the capacity of these groupings 
tw cause bloodshed and camiage is notin question, 
‘The links between Inkatha and the police and 
the military have been partly exposed as have 
the police and military’s sordid involvement in 
Various massacres. The Kwa Zulu homeland, 
Buthetezi and Inkatha are creations of apartheid 
and that the regime has armed them and used 
them for its own ends should not surprise anyone. 
The regime previously followed a policy of 
fomenting bicodshed in this way, however, the 
fact that the government has failed to reign in 
this violence at this stage indicates deep divisions 
in the regime. Indeed De Klerk still retains some 
(of the people responsible for this butchery'in key 
cabinet posts, Even the attempt to stem the 

lence by sending the army into the townships 
in August has not been successful. Ifthe violence 
continues atthe present level the timetable for 
the election will be thrown out. 


Exploitation and massacres for the 
working class 


Both the aims of “democracy” and the further 
division of the country serve the interests of the 
bourgeoisie and not those of the working class. 
‘The fact that it is workers who are being 
‘mobilised forthe killing and who are the victims 
shows that the bosses have succeeded in 
persuading them to be cannon fodder in these 
‘bales. While many workers can see through the 


ies of Inkatha those of the ANC: sill retain some 
credibility. The fundamental issue for the SA 
bosses is restoring profitability and this means 
stabilising the social situation and so regularising 
the exploitation of the working class. The 
finance minister, Derek Keys, stated quite clearly 
what was required. The economy must be 
restructured and government spending must 
fall, jobs must be cut in the civil service, there 
must be a Wage freeze and interest rates must 
remain high. In addition massive capital 
investment was required. Mr Keys went on to 
add that there was agreement on these matters 
between himself and the ANC economic policy 
chief and that he often invited the general 


secretary of COSATU (the union federation) to 
correct his economic plans one of the more 
important of which has been to raise VAT by 
40%. He thinks the behaviour of organised 
labour inthe tripartite National Econornic Forum 
(the bosses, government and unions) has been 
“outstanding”. (Financial Times 19/493) There 
is similar agreement on the issue of foreign 
capital investment and Nelson Mandela’ tips 
abroad to persuade groups of businessmen to 
invest in SA are now regular events. All this 
clearly demonstrates that the aims of the ANC 
are those of industrial capitalism and exciude 
those of the working class. sl 
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